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To the Worfhipful

FO0HN M E A4 D E Efquire,
dwelling in Finchingfield
in Effex.
SR,

*He exceeding Tove you bare to this Author

Eyour dear friend and faithful Paftour] to-
gecher with that refpect which yourloveunto me
hath Commanded from me,have caufed the Dedi-
<cation of what was ks, and what is mixe unco you.
The Subject { though it may be not fo profitable
to you] is of great concernment in our dayes,
whierein the old Serpent to the end he might have
free paffage forthe Dodrines of Divels, hath by
xhe motiths and pes of men Cryed downe the
«Civil Magiftrates power in matters of Religion 3

- which Stratagem of his may it prevail [ and I with
it had noet prevaited too much’] then as Ar. Cotton

and make bavock, of the Sheep of Chriff like ravemows Towic. 33, .
swoltess you may wow due it [\mxpun? ] withew! fear or

faith, Re"j?ce yeHereticks, Idal;tm,fedmn, £0 OB Anfw.to bloedy

er.
' lf‘ hadbeen well ifthis Author could have been
ptevailed with, to kiave pxblifhed"his' many {p u:i
s w
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tuall and: pradticall Sermons upon Prov. 4’23, i
which worke and Preacliing of Chrift he tooka
" mioft content; 1know boah your felfe.and others-
urged him o e, antd:could he havewrought with-
his hand (by va‘rit,ing) ashecould-with his head
and lusgs, -wehad enjuyed thems: -A labswrer he -
might well becalled,Rw fuch Labourers hath :
he left behind him : we faysnea cannot warkethat -
doe not eate, but he could worke when for many -
weekes (yea monthes) he could not eate, - his
worke was meate to.him, a Gbriftian was hispro-
feflion, and, Chriftianity wag his practice ; Bookes, -
he told m¢ never taught him to preach Chrift,
but yet how well acquaig t’ﬁﬁlwas he with Chrifl,, -
his l,ycrfno'ris declared, a q[,: at excellont fentence
of his- when we wese dl?' ouirling with - hiin ahoug -
hisdeath at'yourhoufe.” I camnot [ay as be, I bave
wot fo livedthat T [bowld nowbe afraid vo dye. > but shis
Jéan [ay,I have Jo Learned €brift that I ant mos 4fvaid -
¢sdye. Faith he preached , by Fiith hélived, by -
Faith he died 5. E*; an{wered the'Apoltlcs exhor- -
tation to Timothy, ¥ epift, Cap> 4. V2. Bethou anex-
wnple of the Believers in Fajth, &c. amopg& all his
. other graces, .this Gemme did {Hin¢ moft glarj-
~oufly £ what youhave loft by the remoyal,of fuch '
- affiend'you know beft: I know he was an Fﬁ_ftrh';_’
;_neﬁt by whom the L(:lfd‘.cohw*eyed mti;ch,gém
ort unto you in your pilgrimage : yet this is fome
bomfort, {'hs'.’t 'W}ﬁle '}:m:g'frigd‘ lm,Ythe Lor&g; '
you a heart to‘improvekim, ahd fo' im’pfofeg :
Bimr, that I doubt ndt whatis faid of 4be! in an:- :
: ther.
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tRercale He being desd yet (peakerh 3 it may~be Heb.1r. 4
faid ot AMfr. Marfhal, though:he'be dead, he yet
{peaketh to you. It will not be long, but the peo-
ple of God fhall be treed aHo from this evif
which ourhonoured friend was wont to fay, was
oneof the gtcateltoutward evils)1he lofs of friends
you are hafteping, and in'a good way [ I doube
not ] to that place, where yoa fhall meet with
your dear and.chriftidn: friend again;. .and- wish
many-othersgone before:you 3:¢he Lord hath kepr
you hitherto-fteidy:, {ound, 'unthaken, in thefe
times, holdingfaft to'the'old truchis, [which T
efteem' ag honouf in tﬁé(},dﬂjes],‘ hold, there ftill -
[gaod Sic]. for &hﬁmu&ﬁm{ 0 (tead . when we
meta dye. . (halkadd no.more;but crave your.
: jori of whatIhave prefented;r - .. .
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| ARSVATEVOSIVRTIVES
, ‘ Tothe Reader.

Have beard it veporsedfince this reverend dushor died, that
1p.n bis deatb-bed be cbarged bis Execators that none of bis
Notes fhould be prinsed ; 1f any them fbould fay to me, Why doe
gou publifh thefe? 1anfwer. Fupt, Thefe Notes I bad from
“bimfelfe, and 1 know as as any be bash left bebind bine.
Secondly, 1 eld it while be was Living, if be would not publifhs
bis Sermon, I would publifls what Notes 1bad 3 The reajon why
be would wet publifhy ‘bis Sermoms wasthic, beganfe in jome
things E;pccidj in bis gth Argumens to prove the Magiftrases
power ) be diffeved from fome osber Divines, whick might Occan

fion fome towrite againft bims and for bimeo Reply [writing .

- being to bint amoft seBions Wﬁ: bis bedlth, morg in ks

fickneff] boe wonld not doeit s Bust shaf Peafort Beik mthit';'
sway, Lbave sakyn shis libersy se publi bgmerw

are but fborty yes they comtaine sbe Subfiance .of she Datlrinal
pars of bis Sermen, which was preacied in-the Pariramens Houfe
on one_of the lafld Feft deypts, andgave great Cantent
0 the foundeft party profeffing they never beard ﬁ' much before,:
For the appligasion of bisDocirine, I did not defire ity the Dofiri=
malpars] upon fuoh & Subjedt as this] being the maine.
For vhe other Notes which 1 bave added, Ibope 1he Reader
. will wot judge them citbet tmpertinems or nfeleffeconfidering our
times : Ltook Cannfel of fuchywbom 1 know 0 be godly, judicions,
and learned, before 1 wonld publifs shem, and they wifbing me
80 it, L bave prefented them to your View, and Committed shem to
she Lord far bis blefing. ’

~ The
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SFLVRTIVOMTIVISLVY
' THE .
CIVIL MAGISTRATES
POWER IN MATTERS

OF A
RELIGION PROVED.

1 Tim. 2.9, |
That we way Lead a quict and peaceable life in sl God-
kine[fe and Honefly.

‘The Obfervation is this.

RG2ARed ) Hen Civil Megiftrates themfelwes are brought

N\V/S/ (7 10the 4.3:3 ¢ of the sruth, 1hey wm;‘:fki Obferveriet:
it their great Care, that the peopls of God
suder shem may live & peaceable life jn all

DS Gedlincffe and i]mp;.

Itis the end why the Apoftle exhorts the Sats to !)ra '
for them, and it isto bebelleved that God would not d m;
iis‘pw]p‘lc te beg for that im arder tetheir office, which doth
, m&mgm;ﬂuirl;fﬁce;‘b' e Magif 2
jclon, Trwe, # be Godly, the iftrate woy, .

provide that they may la‘::’yucnbl) adqumly,g o5 if men be Objeliom
wuarried, Learned, &c. tbe Magiftrate wnfl provide, thas fuch

osa) live quietly 3 this is the wxaning and ne move. »

Anfwer, Will any [ay the fame of the Second, viv. Honefly, giper,
ohiat if men will be bowet, the Magiftrate muf? provide they
- live y 2 Is icmot trucfwho dare deny it] thae
:’ isbound to providechat mow: live b, Hly in
L : ' ansere




... .- .lbeCivil MegifiratesPower .

nFALEErs of tbe ﬁcﬁcdia)lh 5 make liwes anut it and fea
to the cxccucior:k of tt{:\cm thl e,l;I r;{uf} hcct; t provide for
Godlinefle, inder. table; the Holy

bed éx m{lgﬂ'q x.\ i \la l{ }%

uuo mcaa fiot when Ma ﬂratcs are Godl then

h~y @pr@nﬂo@oﬁdﬁs "as ¥ jchvece not theidd , OF

- .they had not power before[ Dumgnium non fundatur in gratia]]
‘but heis not quahhcd to Caiife e isbefore. . . .

The mascied man converted, §s bound to-endeavour the
Ccnveriion of his wife and children, he will now feek it;be-
ing converted he is ualified fogér;byt 1t was his duty to feck

-the fpiriwal good 02 his wife and children before, Sq here
- Ju.the Doftrines are thr ee?arts ofthe Magﬁlrates au:y
Firft, Publike peace, 2. That thepeapte five in hanefty.
Godly The two firft there are none have doubred of,
éut the third 15 the queftion of our times. . To makeway to
-ity 1fhall lay down this Concluf on as tbc Foundanon of
what thall follow. . - - -7 -~
* That, Ciw! Magaﬂracy isa Dwmexlnﬁimmn therefore,
Firft, God hath appointed fome to rule;and fome to obey.
Secondly- He hath given them rules about their Lawe, thae
they be confo.mable tobis mind. >
Thirdly, In the Execution of them thc Magxﬁrate is Gpd’s
- Vice-gerent. .~ - SRR
Fourthly, He is aceountable to God for hls Office. " - '™

Thi I(S Foundation being laycd, Two Qeﬁxms w ilﬂ:eré

arife.

1. Q. Whithet the Lord bath Commmd wmfemg..

firates she Care of Religion?
2. Q. If fo, what ~be hatb cmmmd to tbm n l‘bi
bebalfe?

To the firft I anfwer oﬁrmtml;, and thos 1 provéie.

Firft out of my Text : -he muft take Care that' is people’

live in all Godlineff. To whom the Evd is comniftied,to hirh
the Media are Committed ; none can deny this-: §f godlibcﬁ)

the End, then all the means to this end he muft take care for.

Secondly,



| in mutsers af Religion wivdicated,

T — r——r——— = -
Secondly, From all the examplesin the Old Teftament;

Why Magiftrates under the Old Teftament fhould be types -

more of Chrift in matters of Religion [ belonging to the firft
Table] then in marters of juftice [ belonging to the. fecond
Table | T know not. [ Nan d;}}mgumdum' A ubiScripturg non
diftinguir’} Whac. ever calour they turn for the Kings_of
Ifracel, Davia, &c. who in fome things were types of Chrift;
yet this cannot be {aid of the Heathen Kings, Cyrus, Arfax-
erxes, for whofe care in this matter the Church blefled God,
Ezra7.27. L - T

Though we infer not that Magiftrates under the New
Teftament, are bound to doein evers
yet as they did fezup the worlhip of God, and all means.
tending to gedlinefs under the Old Teftament, fo muft ours’
* _npw fet up the worlhip of God and the incany tending to’
godlingfs under the New Teftament. "

Thirdly, I prove it from Gofpel-promifes unc'!rr',the ol ,

Teftament of Magiftrates what they thould be under the New
Teftament, Ifa. 49.23. 4And Ki%s Jhall be thy nurfmg’ fatbers,
éc. (o Mfa. 60.10. And tbeir Kings foall minifter untotbee,.
Now if God promife that Magiftrates (hall be fuch. surfing
fathers, then they aught to endeavour tobe fuch, .= -7/

To which may be added the exhortation to Kings, Pfaim

. and Pfalm 24. 45 Kings , they”mqﬁ" opsm the gates to

Chrift.

ferve thee, Mall pevifhs ysa thofe Nutionis” foall B:gl:igit’eri;'
"ﬂld.t T ,'—' ;.‘- ] . .t. .

Fourthly, Becaufe Jefus Chrift as Mediator, hath the
Kingdom and the power's He is bead and ruler over all for
the Churches good, Epb,3.23. Therefore all being under him;
mat be fub crvlig:t gob’cuagd‘hii CI}d ‘ i;):,’ ;15116; B
wme Kimgsreign, ¢-¢. which is moquit of Chrlih,y: 23. Twas /et
up fro:‘emlij}’iug. The Hebrew word 1s tha'faré twith Pfaim
3.6. Lbgue fes [anointcd} my King. Unilus, regmainauguratus

(3, Princeps oonflisatus Jum.
? ) B Flfdﬂy.

particular as they did; .

Alfo the thrcéu égai’nﬁ lu;:h' as vgi’ll:pb’tfci-v,c'dxg ‘Church,
Maiah 6o. 18, For tbe Neton, ayd Kingdome tbas “will‘aot” .

03
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4 - The S¥vit Magifivates Power
Y Fifthly, From che foucth Gonmandem:ne 5 Thow, sior thy
c:; Aot thy daugbter, O nor the firanger. Evzey one that
hach othetsan cr‘ht_m malt fee chae they keep the Sabbath,
And thettore che Maglitrace (as did N:obem:ab ) if the time
for the worthlp b:longs €0 the Magifteate cor take care of,
then likewife he maft take care for the worhip it felf.
& Sixchly, 1f the fRoarithing of Religioa bs the fafety of che
Gommonwealth{as m1y be abundancly proved from Scrip-
- wire & experience | then Magiftrates mu't take care of mateers
of Religion. The Heathens care about their Religion will
a1 ¢e this; and theé Scriptares thew how Idolatry hatk
Ghb- 3-8 Broken all Empires.  If all other profelions, Phylitian,
’ Lawyers, & mft conts uader the Magifteates power and
gare, becaulé of the inzerel of the Comnonwealth, then -
mach more matters of Religlon; becaufe mifcarriages in
ﬂr(‘,rach bt fone parcicalars; bur mifcarriagesin mters
of Religlon reach all, and are of a mrore dangerous oon-
cquence, o
v venthly, If Magiftrates st not meddle in macters. of
*  Keligionghen the Ordinances & A% made by Parliamena
about the Sabbath, for propaztion of the Gofpel, wivh
Afs and Comnittees for like buliiz/Rs, yoar Fafts, Thank:
' tg'::t;gs',arc allunjuffiable proceedin zsitnoe horei d ufurpa-
s; yeathe proteed defire of this prefent Barliamenc held
forth toall che world i the late Dzclaratioin of Fu'y, 12,
165 ggls'a vaid and empty tlgiuflwaaynd warfeof it] the
words are thele,Page 6,Tbat in </l w2 mzy be ficsod ovd ot
;u in/;ﬂ:ﬁ'm': iio? the band of G'4,for miyre f::‘.’ asd clear revrs-
ing of the Lord Tefuc, and for the right promulzatios of bis blafs
ﬁtbe el, and for th: trus intereft of bis Kingdome and' edvance
thebeofin the bearss of men, by reallsrde goodnefl, vig d,
R 7 'él‘s;.idjo)’vwb;- baly G‘iog; Now if you wore right yow

as ¥ ,H%‘l ere. '

. Fhé fach toid: WY¥ar G bath Grd Commiviedsm
tke Magiftrase in & maltsvsof Kﬂlgkx# A
Fhitt i a havder queftion: 'twd extreatny wecommonly

e g i d c : “

-y




T inmatters of Religionuindfeatcy.

find. Firft, Some give tpo mugh, all muft be.«d mutww Ma-
gifiratus.  Secondly, Some give too little 3 as it no Capeat
all did telong to the Magiftrate, but he muft give Liherty to
all. Woful experience teacheth when Magiftrates doe med-
dle with Religion, they either meddle withwhat they thotdd: -
not, or whatis enjoyned themby God. - Bug I will.
. bring my difcourfe to two heads 5 (hewing, Fisft, i whac. fhe .
Magiftrate mult wor do. Secondly, what hemuk da. -
* What the Magiftrate muft ses doe. o o
-Firfl, Magiftrates muft not dee what is good in theirown
eyes: . Your wifedome, reafon, and will;nuft not be the.rule
of yotréﬁroceedings hereing but the revealed will of Chrifl, .
by which you are to be gnideds Denr. 17. 18. when tbe King
. fistesh upon: 1he throme of bis Kimgdomey be faall write bim a Co
pie of this Law in a book, &ec. ﬁor may Magiftrates prefer rea- :
fons of State [asthey are called ] before reafons of Religion

held ferth in Gods word. S

o e vegularegutars ‘ot maaereof el sepe
is regula regulans, matters of religion, reguls
:z_dou : every pin of the Tabemacle was appointed. e
Secondly, Nor are they to give themfelves up tofollow the-
Diftates of other mery whatfoever, till the Ward thow it tobe
their.duty : they; are to inform themfelves from the Word,
Dent. 17-18. EThis head was improved againgt the Popifh
Clergy, who binde theCivil Power to execute what thoy de-
tecmdne, :

Thanly, Nor do | find a warranc for Magifirates e codt-
pel any co the profeflion of trugh, Pfal. #20. His pesple’a wils.
Ling pesple.  To Order what naen (hall beliove, is to exarciftc
‘Dominion over mens Confciences : It is One thing to caufe
the people to attend themecans, and another tomake them
belicve the truth, the firft they muft doc, but ot the fecond :
Faith i¢ Gods gift.  jt s ou¢ thing (ohinder]dolasry, and
blafphemy fpreading, another thitg 0 make peaple ro~
na;:;c-.n opinion,;lndmtrlz:beﬂudx. rr ) ; :

nec religionis cft cogere veligionem, gue fpentd fufsipi de=
best. am vi. TmuLgdSup,B pat . '.I“f? ‘
. 3 Nove
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“The Cjertd Mxgiflraies: Power

Qm‘l '“k'o

Particuler
Raules.

-Nova . & iﬁuﬂlﬂw it IRa predicatioy 'que verberibug exigit
fidew,Greg. ~ -z L :
Fourthly,neither may Magiftcates deprive the Lords people
of any one of the priviledges he hath bought with his blood:
in civils,when reafon require,they may; but not in religion.
What he hath leftinditferent, they muft leave indlifferent 3 as
if the Lord fhould'appoint his (ervants fuch cloths,” colours,

_ dayes, &c. and the fleward hinders, the leward is now a

Lord, not a fellow-fervant.

Eifthly, Nor muft the Magiltrate deny that Indulgence,
Foleration, to'all the Lords people, in their weaknefles, whi-
ther of Judgement orConverfation, which Chrift would have
his Saints exercife ong towards another. S

Now I .come to the keond queltion, Pofitrvely, what muft
they Doe? R :

. Anfw. 1will Jay down ewogeneralrules: then T will come
to fome particular rules.  The general rules are thefe,

Finfty Asall:men‘in their Callingé muft order their bufi-
nefle fo, as thé way to heaven may be moft promoted‘in
themlelves and thofe which relace unto them : Sothe Magi-
firates in ordering and regulating the peace; trade;'4ind all
interefts of the Conmimonwealkth, aré'to doe it fo; that allbe
fubfervient to Chrifts great Interelt, that his pedple may be
promoted in their way toeternal life. Thisis like to Chrift::
Epb. 1. 22. who is bead over All things to the Church. ‘

Secondly, To take Care that all the Lords Inftitutions be-
Qbferved ;. “whiat he' hach appointed to be done, they muft
fee it done. -TheHeathen'King hit it righe, Ez -2 7. 23.
Whatfocver is Commanded by she God of Heaven Let it be duli=
gantly dome.. o '
i They are.to look to the prefervation and reftauration of
Religion : ' as the Phyfitdan cither aimes at the prefervation,-
draelawvation’ of health:'  And fn fubReviency éd'thg'lé,‘
tac particular rulkés. . - 3 AT

Firit, they aretodot aé Febobapbut, 3 Cbron. 7. and'
H¢zekigx 2 Chrom, 29, That fent forth . according co Gods
Oxder, approved, faichful Minifters, by whom truch of relix
L gRl gion..

——



in matters of Religion vindicated. 7

gion, puritic of worfhip, wayes of holinefs; may be publi-
fhed, inculcated, and whatloever is contrary toyfoun%u:nlcl C
wholefome dofrine, and Godlinefle, may be difcovered,
g‘mﬁucd,' rcgrovl:.d: ar;d vqil;il\ the E;lmfg Hezekiab 2 Chron.30,

eyare to fpeak comfortably to thofe who teach the
kmowledge ogzhc Lord. J X gooc{

Secondly, In order to this, they are to ere&, maintaine,
Schooles; and Univerfities, and to allow unts the Minifters,
Konourable maintenance it being Gods exprefie Ordinanee,

. 1 Cor. 9.u4. that they which preach the Gefpel fooald live of
:;ee GCl p:l. They are Nurfing fatbers, then they muit provide-

ad. '

Q:_ Whence or bow hall this maintenance vifey and be provi-
ded frall thiy who may not compell men to the faith, compell them
to maintain Miniflers ro preach the faith? '

Anfw. - The publiqoe provilions by Glebes, Tythes, and Here he tooke"
fuch publike flipendia alieady fetled by law, whereof the ma- h:_ld of l‘:’“’:’
giffrates are the publike Feoffees, and which are not the peo- ;1:?‘5‘%;:,,

les [and for which gomg and iffuing outof their Jands and [though an
gboprs , confideration ishad, and abatement made in all el{ﬂ;xl;o the

' letting of lands, Rent chi M had
purchafes and letting of lands, as for a Rent charge, .orrates ';:t v i:r}n mac

for the poor, and therefore no more o becoumred burdems of 11 ooks
fome or opprefling, nor contention to ba made about then; *
¢hien any the forementioned charges.] Thefe if good order
were taken to fec them paid, would go very far tohelp, and’
what is lacking the Magiftrates cannot want means to main-
tain the Miniiters of the Gofpel, more than the Minifters of
State, if there bé-a will to H ; we fec you candoc itto whom-
you pleafe. i ’ e

Thirdly, They may Command and Order the-peoplé to-
~ come and’ attend’upon the Miniftry of the Word, as the

means inftituted-by Chrift for their infruétion co Gilvaton,.
It is oic ching to ordet thém what they fhall belicve, anottier KN
thing to order them to wait upon-the means. All grant
the civil Magiftrates may call publike Aflemblies, .to hear
their Proclamations, and Statutes, &c. read ;- if thep may

a whole Town td hear alaw, then muchimere may
DLOTITUR a > B3 they?

<



T The Givill Maghftrates Power

Phil. 3. 2.
A& 20, 29.

* as the defiling of the marriage bed

they call them and order them to hear Geds Laws,

Fourthly, When people have declared themfelves to bea
willing people, and profefle to embrace the Lord and his
waics, them may the Magiftrates engage them by Covewantsy
fiirring themm up in a Moralway : thus did the godly Kings
of Judab, though they G ompelled none to become profelytes,
yet when they were become fiich, they engaged them as well
as other Ifraclites, by Oaths, Covenants, Curfe, to wall_:e_
worthy of the Lord: And this you docnow (ineffe&) in
Comnundiag Fafis to be kept, whercin the Covenant is
renewed, &c.

Fifihly, It belongs to the Magiftrates, to rejedt corrupe
and unworthy Minifters; for it cannot ftand with the faithe
fulnefs cf Nurfing-fatbers to Commit their Nurfe-cbildren to
fuch as will {tarve, or poifon them, Ezck, 34. By corrupt
Minifters, Idoenotmean fuch as labour uader any infirmi-
ties, for who is fficicnt then? . But kmean ignorant, erro-

. neousy feandalous, usfaveury Salt ;. thus-Samzel v:fired from

Bethel to G‘%‘é &e .
Sixthly, They ought to prevent, and pull down Idolatry,
on, being fpirinm adul«:rz,_ and efteemed l? God
< this was fo charged upon
Magiftrates, and fo pra&ifed in theold Teftament, chat the
uprightnefle of their hearts was judged byir: And in the
New Teftament it is foretold,thacas the ten Kings come into -
the Lord Chrift, they (hall hate the Whore, make her defo-
Tate, eat her fleth, burnher with fire, Revel 17. - . -
Seventhly, On the fame account, theg o?ht to doe the
like by blafphemies and other damnable do&tines: the
fpreaders whereof are termed Dags, evil workers; Wolves, and
are not to be tolerated by falthful (hepherds,i.c.Magiftrates;
the Office of 2 Nurfing father tics him as.well to prevent his'
childrens poifon, astoprowide thembread.  Thefe
Firft, arc workes of the fle(h,Gal.§. and can chal
.- no other Toleration then fuch works amongft
? a y 4G s
A icdly



in ﬁf"‘{"_;’f‘ Religion,vimdicated,

TFhirdly, Thsfe caufe th: way of truch t3 b2 blaphe-
m:d, mikerelizion avain ching. Thercisa heavy
char e agtint the Chuech of Thyetirs for tolerating
.ot Jz sabely Rev. 3. and it will not bz a light o2 againft
~ the Mugiitraces, ifthzy (hall colerace, &e.
Which way to punith thefe is not fo eaieaquattion : [as to
fimple He e(y] Bt if m:n will fpread them, tgcn the qaeltioh
isnotfo hard.  As if a Phyfitian fhould hold fuch drugzs
a-¢ fit for m:ns badiss, which yet are poyfonful, the Magi-
frate would not punih him fo- thiss if this Phyfitian
will admiaifter and ufe thofe druggs in his gra&i('c, then che
Magiftcate m1y #on-licentiate him. ~ Sohere
" If Magifrates would conf(cienelounfly and really difcoun-
‘t:2nance fuch men, it would go far, bpt for preventing, and
fuppreding thom ¢ for commonly they take up fuch Opinions,
to ferve tﬁcir own bellies; ambicion, to ferve menand fa-
-f:ions;md if they were made Infamons,thzy would as falt lay
wn.
. ObicRion. But will nst this expofe Gads people to perfecu
tiony there ave fo few Mugiftrates good, and if sbeir Confcicnses
be mifinforneed, what thent -
Aqfwrr. Fictt, Thisobje@lon wis il & frotvg in the old-
Teftaminit, yet then it was thelr duty,none queftion. -
Secondly, Rholds asmach again® the Amthoricy of Pa~-
gents in educating of cheir ciiidren, 0. Maders theic fete
vants, becaulc sy may be fuppofed, and s-e wicked, yet
itts fill 2 duey incunfear o them, and pralfe-worchy in.

¥ Thicdly; The Tnconvabtonse under Fraboaw. 42 was
forefeen by the Lard b fors fte amd: his an';l.,det icdid nac
hisder him fronrgiving tham, moc the godly Kiirgs of fadab
from wilking by theny, ) po
Pourcehl 7, The MigthratesDoxitients i nox the el for
himyto garby, b let e Vgt beaie baskz o teave hbslon-
feiense cightly inEren 4 Fo woz w8 50304, wiich ¥t his
rale: then Wy Uaor iotaale m:med wals Ouderly,caanot be

R . © Thur
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The Civil Magifirates Power

Vide in
7 Amo.13-

* Thus far Mr. Marfhal 5 for the £pplication of bis pointybe

gave it uot to.mey nor did Ldefive is . ‘Loefe Heads of bis Ser-
. mo being but fhort [ yet clear enough to an Intcligeut head]l
Jball defire toadd fome Notes upon thefe Heads, tending o
clear tbem, and 1truft not unpro)‘fuble totbe Reader,

XX 7 Hither the Civil Magiftrates Power reacheth tomat-
ters of Religion, is not a queftion i ft ftarted in thefe

-troublclome times. Vtenbo;srdus [and his fullowers] from

D:ut. 17.18. and other Scriptures which he thinks make
to hyis pimpefe. together with the examples of Mafes, 7sfbua,
&e. thinis the Civil Magillrate is fo much concerned in mat-
ters of Relizion, thac he, athrmeth the Care of Rebigion is
chi-fly and 1nthe bigheft dogree commisted to bim immediately
from Godybus nes to the Minuflersimmediately, but in the name
and under the Magiftrate s fothas the Magiftrate dath.teach tke
people by the Munifters of the Charchy and the Minifters doe their
afts 3 & fubMagiftratu. .

It was fuppafed that the putting in of thofe words into
the Tide of our Kings, rext and immediately under Chnift fu-
preame Head and Governour, didlcan this way,and gave of-
fence s the Orthodox abroad. - Ga/vin Callsthem inconfi-
derate men who did it,- and faith they were blafphemous
when they Called him . the fupream Head of the Church un-
der Chrift; boc femper me grqviter vnlneravit, faith he :; But
Dr. Reynolds and Nowel'took off that-offence afterward, ,.

The Papifts on'the other fide that they may hold up the
Authority of their Pope, and keep the Magiftracy from med-
ling with their Clorgy,: together with fome Hereticks who
would have liberty to hold-and venc their wicked Concep-
dions, thefe have fhut the Magiftrates quite out, they muft
have .nothing to doe in-the matters ofreligion; omely the
Papifts will give them (o much honour s to'be the Execu-
tioners of the decroes of their Charch. - .

. The Orthodex Jook on-both thefe as unfound, proving
and thac witkt fieength enough, that the Minifters of the.

Church receive their power immediately foom Chrift, not
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from the Magiftrate ; - yet withall they ftrongly prove both
againft Papiils and Hereticks, thathe is not excluded from
having power about mattersof Religion. B
Our Kuchor hath given feven Reafons ¢ prove the latter,
and 1 doubt not tut they will appeare: to be reafons to rz-
tionalmen : Some fcruple there may be about the fourth,
which was the caufe why he would not Print his Sermon- 2§
I have hinted in my Eriﬁlc tothe Reader. Buryet to clear
our Author, this I wil
with Mr. Celemtan and Mr. Huffey, in their judgemeat about
the Civil Magiftrate, v &. that, Fefis Corift-as Mediator hath
fubftitused and given Commiffion to she.Ghriftian Magifirate to
govera sta Church in fubordination to bim : or that he is 2 Go-
vernour in the Church Vice Chrifti.  Thefe Mr. Gallefpy op-
pofe. 1 never heard him publikely, nor privately own any
fuch thing, that text in Epbef. 1. 23. which he quotes, lead
him l}with other texts] to whache hath faid. That texe he
handled largely in the Countrey upon the Le&ure daies, and
while I viewed over fome Notes 1took from him, I faw c-
nough to Conyince me he was far from their judgeément.
Twill give the Readeratalle. For his Analifis-There is’
¢ double Domlnion Chrift bath by fitting at the right hand

“of his Father,ver. 30. . 1. A Dominion over all Creatures.
@1, Over his €

his Church : The firft is laid down in threeex-"
“preffions. 1. He hath lifted himup above all, &c. - . Put

fay for him; he did not intend to fide -

Aare, 104, Pp.
209.

“allunder his feer, 3. Gave himto be Headoverall. The

¢¢fecond is lald down'in tw o expreflicns. ; - - _
oo Firﬁ, That he hath bcad ] ip Wﬁhil&hi&b‘bdy s a
« political Head he is toall, but they are not his body as hi

«Church, to which heis, g, d¢ a natural- Head.. Secondly;

- ¢Je is his fulneffe. .

-« Again, Thefé two Dominions arc laid down undét o

¢ double Confiderarion,

¢ Firft, What they are fimply in themfclvc's.' - .
““Secondly, What they are in refation one to another,

““What is it ‘to the Church that Chrift is head of che world?
“and What to.the World that he is head over the Church,

: ‘“ what
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% what are thiey better or worle? He batb given bim 10 be pegd
<t opier. oll things. To-the Church, The fame relation then thae
¢ there Is between Medium and Finis: the Church hath noc
¢ anély more ofhis heart and love, but 40 fubfervient to his
_ &Church '3 were ke not for his Church, he would rot foule
::l;i: fmgers with the wor'd. - Thendrew up a generall
B a ‘n“ .
sDolrine. Chrifthaving finlthed the work of our Re-
® demption, hath now commi:ted o him the Dominioa
cand Lord'hip over all Creatures.
«Qne diftinfion I muft premitfe. & double title Chrift hach
530 this Lordthip. Firft, Ntural, as the fecond perfon of
¢ the Trinity, chis ishis effential right, and not meanc here,
€ Segondly, Delegated, as Mediator, given as a reward of his
" % fufferings : this is a power immediately to execue, the
 fqveraign Authority over the Creature.  This power bew
- % caufe foms quettion, ¥ will prove: Row. 14. 9. Mur. 28,18,
% Pbil.2.6,7,8,9, 10,11 verfes, Pfel:8. 4. compared with
¢ Hch, 3.6,758. belid:s Prophetical predi&ions, &c.
¢ Then he opened, wherein this Do;ninion ftood : his
“third head was this. There are Conltituted by Chrift,
% pomers, gifts, Auborities; omnes fpecies Magiftratus : and all
3 8
% (Goveynments, what power foever they have, is from him.
4 Hiy Gburch-Officers dse not belong to this, ' Thus muach he.
Whenge, if the Magiftrate and the Church-O.Ecer come un-
der different Dominlons of Chrift as Mediator, then though
he doth maintain the Magiftrate to be under Chrift as Me-
diator, receive hispower from him, &c. yet it will not fal-
low that he governs the Church Vice Chrifi, for the Church-
o) com:sunder anmother Dominion. .
. When Greg. N«z. would afwage the anger of the Prefi-
- dentand told him, tbat b2 did uot rule with Chrift, govern the
Gomminwealth with Chrift, that be received his fmrd' from
Cbhrift,%:. Iknownot buths m2ant Ghrift as Ewenael ouc
Mzdiater,but yet Greg. did noc chyin’ che Peefidzac ruled the:
Chucchunder Chrift.  Yechenc: will follow what oyr Au.
hor doth infer. Tt fince the Magiftrace is chus 8;3 ;r
- ’

—— i
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Chrift, thatic is his duty o take care of Chrift his Church,
and doe what in him lye that his Mafter Chrift be fetup in
his dominions, for the Church is thac he minds more then
Commonwealths, and thefe for the fake of that. . _

Give meleave to enlarge upon that which our Author in -
the fixth reafon hath onely named : The Heatbens care about
religion. It is great fhame to thofe who have the light of
Scriptures, to'deny that tobe the Magifirates duty which
thofe who had but the light of nature could fee to be their
duty : who knows any thing of the Perfiam, Greciax, and
Roman Magiftrates, and knows not the care they took about
their Religion : fhall the Turke take more care for his M-~
bomwetythen a Chriftian Magiftrace for his Chriff ? '

When Arifiotle would reckon up the requifites fora Com= py 1. 5, 6 8.
monwealth without which it could not be, he numbers fix. yis wegd rd
Food, Arts, Arms, memey, and (that faith the Philofopher dwor ewipi-
which I (hould have named ficfR )Care of Divine things[ which Anardoxas
they calt the Priftbvod] Fuftice s and fo fummes themup in-A¥ew Mpdraar
the end of the chapter, Husband men, Artificers,Military men,

Rich men, Priefts, Tudgese When God would unravel the
Commonwealihi of Ifracl, Ife. 3. 1,3, 3. how many of thefe
which Ariflotle hath mentioned he doth threaten toremove,
ow Tlicke perfons had need goe to School to Platoy Arifietie,
and Zully, fo knowtheir doty. '
Objetion. Chriftians arenot to learn sheir duty from the
bgbt of mature, bn tbc:;‘gbt of Scripture, . '
- Anfwer. In the mateers of faith, things which we know
oncly by Divime Ravehition, As about mans Redemptiony
The Trinity, 8. there indeed we cleave onely to the Scriv.
pture, nawres light can fhew us nothing here. Buc if we
comeg to other moral daties, cartalnly doo ot ander-
ftand what Nacures light is tha¢ makefo linle of it : [:thuﬁ :
Seriprurelight dbth not éroffé watures lighs M this, for .
Sdriptures: al(o areclear to prove dhe Mhgifirates Care, &c.]
Row. 2. 14. the Gentiles that bud nasithe Luw did by natnye the
shingscomained s the Low. There wasa law of natore dser
did. ccach them meany thlnpcd the Law ofGodwﬁe{‘c:.
2 ! e
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Thelaw ofnawre, is but that Divins L implanted by the
Author of nature in the nature of all meni | Take the moral
law fri&ly, and lay bythe foucth Command:msnc, whae
‘ doth ic dider from ch:law of mature?
Iwilnormed. A moral law fay fom: of our Divines, is fugh a law which
die wich thar Js therefore Cowmande I becaufe it is g.04y aad isnot t2:refore
greac Qetion 2504 wilerly becaufeit is commande ¢ [as the Ceremnanial law.]
t'{"i":"‘“l:c 3 " The 705 4aefi tn a moral law for which it is therefore com-
ﬂms@. bonwy Manded. is, chat Com-ly fursblen-fi and m:etnef i 1hs thing
antecedenter ad Comimanded uato bu wave nature as rutional o unto m 11 as ragi.
Bivisam Vo onal, B rationul, und=rlanding,rizhe reafonve ther blinded
lnstatem. b’ 4 mor Corrupted, mdy ve magg rdv Aoxiy To0 3,90 1675, awirnpe isi.
;itt’it& I},:‘l:; Clem. diex. 1. 1. ¢ 13.pel. o '
Dewm nonvets, Accordin 1 co this ruke exa-ne ons quedion, an{ (e i{ che
ves guia bome Maziftcare bz not hound, &-. N .
funt, fedeasefe . The Cheizian Magiibiac: knows God.to-be the.trus God, .
:,';“ ‘,’:;7” : and Jefus Chrit th: Red:emer s he believss in this God and
by fay our Chrit, and knows he-rules under this God. mut give ac-:
Divines nufly count tohimofhis ations asa Maziftrate ; doh ic now fute
eft Lex jufitie or not wich rizhr reafm that this Magiftrac: takes care-that
ir  aZiotibus thiis God and Chrift whom hie knows and belisves inybealfo
D"""’";“‘n{' made known and as much as in him lieth be belizvedin’doth
Seepoverits . Tt reafon judge thar s Maftiftrare hath perfarmed. his
mibil ef jafum duty to God and Chriit, and may givea comforabks account:
~ »ifi quis wili- tohinrchough he nesle@s chis? . o ;
e, quafus  This Magiftratc having the highelt power [und:r Chrift]
) ﬁ‘u:l:ﬁ“; over the-peopl: whom he rules, a power of life and deach
zd patius qus- [ regularly]and fo by his pover-may dos very much for ¢he
tenus d fapien- feeting up of the honour 6f God anid Chrift amangit his reo-
tis divisa di- ple,{ commonly following the example of their chiefru ers]
Batum. doth right reafos (ay this Magiftrate thould nat take Care for
o e thechingsof Godand Cheiff 2 .. . -
E’h;,." Apol. ~.Agein this Magiftrate knows- that in' the knowing and-.
© 34s. Brad- beliefing id this :God and Chrift conids his own good,
ward.231. 333 andithe goad of all men 5 doth chén-right.reefun fay. that this
594 Magiktcats, whois a Minifter of God fox.the Gaod of bis people,
Rom., 13.4: doth take tace for thaiGosd: ofhis pdopley . m

AN
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takes no: care that all thc.};cbpk under him doe come to
know and believe in this God and Chrilt, that they alfo may

bz happy with him? Let any man who hath right feafon lefc

in him then fee, whisher that Magiftrate bz not a great (in-

nz agiint themagyl law of God, who doth not the utmolt

that in him licth to'promote the Intereit of God and Chrift,

amongft thof: -over whom he ruleth, ther? being the fame

ground for this dey rhat is for any ocher.

Soms= Lawyers recson Rels:iz1 am ngft thofe things which .
rertain tothe Law of Nitons, becaufe by Natures guidance <
we lzarn there is a God, and that this Ga'l ought to be wor-
fhipped : Shall chen Chrilians who have both thelishe of
nawre and of Scriptore, and both agree’'ng in the Magiiirates
duaty about Religion, deny ic?

Shall ¥ draw another reafon to prove the Magidrates e
Duty,&e. Th: Leflt way for the Magiitrate to procure Ho- i
-ty amonglt his peovle, yea and agood way to eftalifhhis N
own fower, is to endeavour, thac his peopl: may live in God- L
linef.  For Homefly it is clear, .for who (hew more Ho-
nefty in their converfations, then thofe who have moft Godli-
weff intheir hearts. I men be right in the firft table, they
will be in the fecord : the Magifirates-are not much trcubled
with thefe, .

Fer the (zcond thing, experience hath proved ic, that the.

Magiftrate hith had need of the Minsflers pen to maintaine
his power in the Confciences of people, as wll ag the Mini-
fiers-have had nced of his Sword to Jg:lzcné them againitun-
confcionable people.  How many pages have the Miniifters -
filled in defence of the Ma%iﬁracy again the Anabap-
tifts ? whence it was truly faid by one of our ablett Lawyers ’
in his charge at the Ailizcs, were itbut for our own felves| 1.e. E“,‘ﬁ‘f:""‘x
:z: ;x?pho!d'mg of the Magiltracy] we bad need upboid the EE;; ndihe s
niftery. i ’ s . ) ' efore his

For that Deut.17.18.a texe commonly brought to prove that E: “ymen-ary
theMagiitrate is kecper of both Tables,andf tenboz ard| whom upon ihe Ca-
T namied- before] draws it to uphold his Opinion, orhurg ",?,‘i";f.:;’,’;"
weawg it, shinking it related onlét; the Kings own p<;rfon.B " ¥he Tacte end.

. ' Lo ., Bt .
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Sechimallo  But the Kings altions and the Verdi& of the Scri

in his Epifile  concerning thofe a&ions, beft interpretit : we fee they did
tothzfame  o.4dle and that much inmateers of relizion, and they are
,‘,‘;“3;,‘,;,‘:,‘;':. commended for o doin3:2 K:+.18 6. thae toxt bad {poken be-
;.:,c on [laiahs fore of Hezekiehs Carriage toward God,v. 5.and the marters
outof which of Religion in v 4. and this texe faith, be kepr the Com

prophefiche 1 demnrs which the Lo-d Commauded Mofes. Then itfeems

gatherethdi- ) 1ok ook himfelf tobe Commanded to do what he did.

and at:;m?s Forrhofe who would yield it eo thefe becaufe they were

them othe  Types, &c. oar Author hath anfwered before : T add onely,

King. - °  Kogh: reufon faich there is as much need of fuch aéts of the

Magiftrate now as then ; for mens hearts are as vile now as

then, as apt to corrupt the worfhip of God;now as then, and

the text faith plainly, there will be damnable Herefies, and

2 Pet. 2.1, {ball pot a Chriftian Magifirate regard damnable Herefics ?

"befides, Chrifts Kingly Ezmr reacheth Howefly | hope as

well as Godlineff, if theretore they being Types or Chrift his

Kingly Office, ours muft now ceale meddling with Religion,

by the fame reafon alfo with Howefty, and Commitall tothe

Kying Chrift, This were excellent Drviniey !/

Fhave heard of fome who have been numbred amongft our
Grandecs that would yield, that tbe Magiftrate was bound to
pal down Antichrifty but wot to fet up Chriff. This s anew

" and I conceive a Vain dikinQion. Pull down Antichrift?
What then? Let Mahutanifme, Heathenifme, Judailme,
fpread and over run the Naticn, Chrift muft (hift for himfelf
it feems! but doe they think the Magiftrate is bomnd, them
furcly by a Command: If fo, doth the Command bind oncly
to the Negative, and not the Afi»metive pare ? this fs ftrang: :
Afzdid not think {o, 3 Lhrow. 13. ver. 3. he anfwers the ne-
gative part, verfe 4. the affirmative. '

But I doubr this diftinGtien was taken up to ferve fome o
ther defignes,  Antichrift they maft pull down, howelfe pull
down all the Hierarchy, and il the Minifters Ordaised by
them; how (hall we get fixch and firch things into curfingers
that are of great worth, but fet Antichrift the of

s thefe men and things, theyr down god'tﬁeﬁumk«m);m&
the profits are ours. . . Bue
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sBut leaving thefe, our ftate hath declared that the Magi-
ttrate is conc raed in macters of Raligion ; for we find laws
mad: in reb:ronce tosvery Command of the firft table.  In-
deed we could wih there were mare, and thae there were
not fome ching: gran-ed, which do under-mine thofe which
aremde.  Yea che fupreme: power have called the people of
this N ition togethzr, to humble thamfelves in folemn daies
of Falting and Prayer, and amongft other Caules, becaufe
of Herifizs, men groweny weary of preaching of the G fpely and of
the Ordinzaces of Chrift, this (how:s that the Magiftrate is
Concerned : thefe things I conczive to be true. ‘

Firlt, Though every {in in its own mature defzrve hum-

blin 2, yeeto hav: a Nation called to zeth:r folemmly thus, ic
hath not been for (s of a (mall tize;they are fins common!
in Folio; as for thofe infirmicies of judgement or pra&ife
which Chriftians are bound to bear w'th each other in,
furely thefe are not the Caufes of fuch folemn daies, muftT
bear with that, which I muft kecp a folemn day of Fafting
and Prayer to feek God againft ? T conceive not.
~ Secondly, 1f the Magiftrate finds fuch evils as to Call the
Nation thus, then (rely he hath fome power, and is bound
o put forth thac g:wcr to help to remedy thafe evils fo far
ashe can: ifthey be evils from God upon us, Plague,Famine,

Warr, &c. yetifit lycin his Compafi to doe any thing for

thegood of the N ition,he will and muft doe it : then as well
1f they be evils of lin from a peaple againft God, he is to doc
what he can, or ¢lfe fuch Fafts are not rightlykept nor can

 the Magifirac have peace. Lneverheard of a Magiltrate that

did otherwile, ifright Truc Exre wasa Prieft,he Fafted, but
onrnanded or Called the whol: Nation

in fuch afolemm manner § but ashe Faits and Prayes becaufe

of a fin{bhe put forth po ver to remedy thatlin,chap.10.4 8c.

Why then does it not as well bzlong to che Civil Magi-
? &c. .

firese a3 proved. that God hath Committed tor

Our Auchorhavi
feats othe Care of Relizion, now (hews us what it is

Ged hath

Committed, and for clearncffc fake fhewes firft
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what he hath 7ot Committed. Fortis 4t and fourth, had
the fupreme power of Englind Licr.tofoie obfirved thofe
rules, Englifh ground had not fucked in fo much blosd as
now it hath.  For his /zcond, as he hath laied it down, there
is no doubt of it ; fomething I might move here, buc T wilt
bringitin akisrwards. :
Far his thrid; all men fpeak not asour Author: I will
not inquire what the Papifts fay tothis, I heard enough of
their Inquifition whenl was in Spaine, to know the Romi(h
judgemant: I find our own Divines aflirming that the Me-
g/ vate may Compel men tsembrace the true Faithy and Reli- .
gion. Altingus, PorRins, Bucanus, &c. they are many that
a-c of this judgement, and quote Luke 14.23. Compel, &c.
but this fure will never prove it. Fanfenius a Popith Authér,
opening the texe, comes at laft to the Magiftrate, with pri-
fons, death, &c. to compel, but yet acknowledgeth that fince
the parable fpeaks of thofe who were without the Church,
the: efore,Church Excommunications, and Magiitrates com-
pulfion is nat hére [chicfly, nonor at all nieanc.  Stella, a-
nother of thofe Authors, opens the text without menti- ning
any thing of the Magifirate ; he fhews. two waies how God
Deumpoffe'ss-; Compels men, and that s excellent compulfion indeed.
jeltwm libersati Vo Ojfendesndo voluntati noftre tamtum bonim, at o' peffit men
ita proponcre  appetere ilud. 3. Removendo & abfcondends omme malum, &
":l' gc"”"‘ .cum objlium voluntatis fit boaum, tantum bonum poteft vlun-
‘z‘.‘:"-:'“‘"c tatireprefentare, ut non Cﬂ'r’f nont amare ilud quod videt bo-
effe liberum ee- 7187, & c. who would not be thus compelled ?
gomus. Bu for our Divines, I fec when they coms to anlier the -
Rhzc. Apol.p. arguments that are brought againft this polition, they fayno
To. 18, more ineffet then our Author hath faid. Means mu[? be
u}(;cd, V,V e.dcompél tbﬂ}l to con}:lc to.our Affemblics, to hear
the Word, 2nd to learne the grounds of our Religion
Ve, 2.p. g12. So Mr. Perkins y Dominari ﬁdr%r, o pu[nibqj : %yiz’d
fit credendum : " cogere autens mon oft adsgere menter ad fidem
cjufque affenfum, fed cogere loco motivam, wt audict veram do-
Loc, Com.to. 2. Elrinam, caveat ‘Hnjfbeuiaf, & [candalu. Sic Alting, Tothe
166, fame purpofe fpeaks Buchansns , Now poreft cogeve mentem fed
: ' - ‘ loco

[—
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Yoco motivanm, us audiat veram dolrinam, & media quibns excita- Lec. |
tur fidesy&c., This is no more then our Author affirmes. » 'y sc‘“'
ObjeQtion, The Magiftrate may compel in matters of Honefly, )
- why wot as well in matters of Faith aud Keligion.
Anfwer, Firlt, He may and ought to compel to the means
whereby faich is bred,
Secondly, The Duties of the fecond table being the finews
of Commonwealths, are¢ more manifeft to natures light then
thafc of the firft; to be fure much more then thofe things which
we belicve and know onely by Divine revelation.
Thirdly, The Magiftrate punifheth the breaches of the fe-
cond Table, and forceth men that they fhall not doe fo or fo;
men (hall not fteal, commit Adultery, 8c. now thofe vertues
and vices being immediately contrary, he who is not, or doth
not the vice, he a tohave thevertue.  Thus far the Ma-
iftrate as our Author,and {0 our Divines grant, compels men
y (hall wot blafpbeme,they (hall wot vent nor fpread their bere-
fies 3 but to force them to belicve a Truth is anodher thing.
His fifib head hath more difficuley init, the Indulgewce and
Tolerasson which the Magiftrace muft give. When he faith Chrift
- will bave bis Saints exercife the fame one towards anotber, 1 fup-
polc he means Chrift would have his Saints to love each other,

and not oken, bur Communion afforded , [ as
‘he hath mind in his Sermon for she Unity of she
Jains, 8 ere be weaknefles in judgementand con-

verfation; ana it 1aints muft doe fo, then the Magiftrate muft
‘indulge and tolerate fuch alfo.
~ Firft, It is certain there are and may be fuch weakneffes both
in julgement and pra&ife in people, to whom love and com-
munion ought to be continued, unlefs we will have none tobe
faints, but thofe who have the infallible fpirit, and perfe&ion
of grace, according to the Quakers dreams. Thole who are
firong have that duty laid upon them to bear the infirmities of
the weak : but gladly would Iread that book where it were
cleared how far I muft go in affording Communion to men
weak in judgement and converfation : to {ay thefe weakneflesI .
muft tolerate, Chrift will have me exercife indulgence thus far,
and no further.  Some ¢rrors in I;))ra&ife we muft bear, (why
. not
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- nox-then fome errors. injudgement ? the Head is imperfe® as

well as the Heare.  Yevwefind ic aharder matter tokeep uni-

" tie when men differ in judgement. ~ Whither,

Firft, Becaufe we are fenfible of weakneffes in our own con-
ver{ations,we are paflionate, &c. Well thenmay Ibear witho-
t!\e;: whoare fo; but for our judgements we conceive we are
mght. ' . '

» Secondly, Men doc not ufe to defend themfelves in fuch
weaknefies, buc doc more pray againft them, and they are their

_ burden if faints 5 but they will defend their errors. ‘

- "Fhirdly, For errors m pra&ife. Saints do value the grace
which is contrary to their corruption, ‘and: thofe men who
have attained beyond.chens, they Commend.  But in errors of
judgement, men fet high prites on their ervors, -and Condema.
all thofe who are contrary to their judgements. More caufes

T'could give, but we find it hardtobear. - C

. Secondly, As the Saints muft bear, fo no doubt there are fuchr
weaknefles which the Magiitrace oughtco Tolerate. Bur whi-
ther the Magiftratc wud ot w4 tolerme, what.cver-a Church

mufty 1 queftion very much.:. I kmow our Author had large

principles this way, and 1 doubt not but he took shemup from-
thie love he bare to Chrifts Image, which might be where yet
were 100 many errors. M the, error ware not. in.the.Eunda-

mental points- [alas that fomebody wouddionce.cell us‘'whac
thofe are, for I took thofe tobé Eundamentad; which auit times -
now deny] I know he wauld bear much.  But fuppofs thenr

Churches be overfpread with this error, that Chriftians muft

-not fwear though lawfully called, and matters.of greac moment

d‘cgend upon an Oath ? Suppoft men desniy War [upon never fo
juft grounds ] to be lawful : Suppofe, deny. Al Magifirasy, [as-
we know the old Anabaptifts did all thefe, and how many a-
miongft us now | with divers more fuch things, which willnoc ¥
fuppole come under the Fundamentals : I.{ay thefe errors

fpread abundantly, what will or what muft the Magiftrate doe,

indulge all thefe ? What thall becomie of the Nation,and Courts -
of Judgement? Sowmethings we may gather from our Author
which the Magiftrate muft not Tolerate, -
'Fieft, Not Idolatry, fuperftition, .
) ' Secondly
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“Second] 7, Not Herefie, this can claim no more Toleration

~then other works of the flefh, Gal. 5. But if the braines of
Chriftians had been as much troubled when the Apoftles writ
to them about berefies as otirs are now, they had need have writ
again to the Apoftles to explain what they meantby berefies,
for they could not tell. f ‘
Thirdly, Not the contemners  of the Ordinances of Chrift.
For hehath laid it down' asoneof the shings that God - hath
committed to the Magiftrace, totake care that all the Lords nfti-
tutions be executed 2 allo thac he maft command and order the
people 10 come and attend apm the Miniftry of the Word. - Bat if
-the Magiftrate Tolerate thofe who caft off the Inftitucions of
Chrift, to what purpofe doth he take care to fee them executed?
" 'How can it be his duty to doe this, and yet his duty to Tolerate

thofe who throw them off 2 More I could gather: butletme- Ep

{peak a few words about Toleration. It is crue what Learned
Mr. Noreon Taith, to Tolerate allthings, and tolerate nothing, are
bosh mtolerable. Al of Tokeration ate but Mercurial Medi-
-cines to recover afick tate, blic ifthe preparations offuch Me-
dicines be not exquifite, Mercurins vire [ as the Chymifts call
" 4t]] proves often Mercursus mortis.  States had need look sbout

. them what they doe when they make A&s for Toleradion in

matters of religion, unlefs they dhink they maft give po account
for fuch A, ~ 7. o 0 ST E -
Firft, Toleration, is, Malorim of thingsthat'are evily, they
are fo reputed in the judgement of thofe who doe tolerate : w
do not tolecate gord, butevi things. True, Toleration do

. to the
Cexrtin N, E,

novnfer approbation[ though moft will chirtk (0] yet being they -

arcevill, he tbat is Mumifter of Geod,; muuft needs defire to tolerate
as few of them as may be-: there will beevils, egrors, inthe

Churthes doe¢ he and the Charches what they can, but when -
there isan A& of Toleratiod for thczm,' who takes care to heale’

them? .

- Secondly, When Statg$ will make A#s for Tolerationin

matters of Religion, they Had nzed have ano*her A& gofirht,
*h e.vodeclaie what they will NOT Tolerate: they had need mike
yood fences abouit the Vitals of Religien, oi elfe we thall have
errors arife thae will threaten themalfo 1 havé we not experi-
risesofit now ? D2 Thirdly,

-
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Thirdly, Rules for Toleration muft not be taken from per-
fons that appear to be godly; that is, becaufe Juch per fons ave looked
upon asgodly, therefore what Opinions they bold fhall be tolerated,
Becaufe David a godly man falls into adultery, therefore tole-
rate that fin? Maynot a manthatis godly [ at leaft feems
tobe fo,] fall into fuch an errour 6f judgement, as necither
Church nor Seate muft tolerate # I know no fuch warrant to
fecurcus, but when profeflors grow wanton God may leave
them to fuch errors in judgement, ashe hath left toerrorsin
pra&ife. Al(o may not godly men be ttuic and blamable caufes
of Frm Schifme 7 but yet becaufe godly, they muft not be ine

dulged.

l'sourthly, If becaufe Arguments can bebrought to prove an
Opinion, therefore fuch an Opinion muft be tolerated, then
what Herefie mult not be tolerated ? 1f a man will liften to his
own Atheiftical heart and carnal reafon, there are thofe who
could bring arguments vcxg firong “againft the Scriptures,
Chrifts Divinity, hisfatisfation, fuch things as we call Fun-
damentals, (it there beany) ;5 I doube not but there ‘may be
fironger arguments brought againt cthefe, then there are fos
fome things wherein men cry for Indulgence, though they
break the peace of the Churches, and have broughe usinto this

thien let Churches and Religion go whither they will.

_ Fifthly, Such Do&rincs and pra&ifts as the Churches of
GChrift fince the Apoftles daies have conftantly condemned ;
Churches, where foundnefs of do&rine,. and holinefle in con=
verfation have met togetg:r, having alfolibertic to fearch che
mind of God,and tor ¢ what the'e have conftantly con-
demned, Ihumbly conceive, that a State had nzed be cawtious
in making A&s to Tolerate fuch doQrines and pra&ifes : and
I am fure there are too many fuch now Tolerated.

Sixthly, Ithad been much bettcr for the Churctes, tohave
yielded each to other fo far as they might, and ftudied an 4c-

commodationrather then put the Ci"w to makeanA& for
Toleration, which wanton fpirits look at but as an Invisation,

- to vent their awn frothy and erroncous conceptions,being they

have alaw to back themu  Tam not o this day fatisfied, what
: fufficicot

~ Confufion. Butif therefore thofe Herefies (hould be tc 1 rawed, , -

-

\-‘
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fufficient reafons can be given, why the Congregational and
Claffical brethren might not have joyned together, and ftreng- s
thned each other, but that through their divifion the Nation ;
fhould be asit is at thisday. If the letting of a godly Minifter
enjoy his own people, without taking them fromhim, would
have healed the breach, what an eafic Medicine had this been
for {0 great a wound ?

The text which our Author hath picched upon faith, in 42
Godlinef8. A good Magiftrate will look that this people may live
in AU Honefty: One part wil not ferve the turn,and if he could
caufe themto live in Al godlinefle alfo, it would be well for
that people. ’ _

Seventhly, To difpleafe Thoufands of godly and found
Chriftians, for the fake of plcaﬁng a few Chriftians in doQrines
and pra&ifes corrupt,Fconceive is no fafe policie : whofe fpirits
have fhown themfelves more Turbulent, then thofe for whom
Taleration hath been pleaded ?

We have now had experience what itis to live under Epifce-
pal Pexfecutions, andan Armies Tolerasion, which of thefe two
have proved the moft detru&ive tothe power of godlinefie 1
nced not fay.  This onely I would fay, Eﬁld that not without
~ $ome fenfe of grief on my fpirke ] itis fad chat thofe who lay

claima to New-Exgland principles, fhould fo A& their part thas
men thould now éy, and our pofterity hereafter believe it, Thas
Independency ruined she Church of England.
Then our Author, comes to his Pofitive rules; and his fecond
general rule is, that the Magifirate takes care thas all the Lords
Inflitutions be obferved. -

The word in the Original which we tranflate godline[l,ﬁﬁ- Roribua
nificth firtly , the worfrip of God. A godlyman ’Eveslls, probus Dei
a good worthipper, qui probé culit & veneratur Deums Godly ‘cultme.
Kings did (how their godlineffe in this point very much, put- dﬂ’#“"h :
ting downrfalfe worfhip, and fettingup the true worfhip of Ve, ¢
God : ‘while the Ordinances of God are maintained as o.b?
ought to be, God is known in the world : and much godlinefs
" isfhown in a due worthipping/of God. e

It we look back to the beginnings of our troubles,and recall

what ic was the Profeflors of Exgland would have had,let them

Da’. fpeak.:

=
Py

I3
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ﬁ;q;k :.when you were:fain to getihto houfes privately to k‘c;p‘
Kafts eqggther, afraid that any fhould fee you, left the Bifhops

“fhould kaow it, why did you Faft, why did you utter fuch fad
. Complaints to God,why did your tears drop fo,what was your

purden ?, Ok’ this Hieraxchy, did {o Tyrannize over Gods

faichful Minifters, fufpending, impriloning,8c. theydid fo
_'mix their humane Inventions with Gods Inftitutions, that we

could not have the worfhip of God according to the pattern,

* bur muft wound our confciences if pertake of the Ordinances;

. what do you defireof God ? why, that he would root up thee

ecusing Bithops,and all the rabble that belongsto them,that

- . we may have none but Chriits own Ofhicers,& Ordinances pure

: y{i;hw -this mixcure, no Railes, Surplice; Croffe, &c. this was
§

bulinefe why men thus prayed, and fafted ; and for thefe

 things the old {olid Puritan prayed many yeers fince, though

" died before thefe times ; well, what thofe deceafed Chriftians

prayed for, ard thefe living, God hath given this generation,
Surely. pow thofe Qredinances and Officers {hall be highly pri-
zed, &c. Butwhat are more de(pifed? the Qfficers are but Awti
chréftran- Blackcoats; -any gifted brother is as good as thefe
Pricfts ; and for dac-Orc{iuances, Church-Dyfciplme, fmging of
Pfulnas, Iufant-Baptifme, thefe are none of Chrifts Inflicutions;
and for elder perfons witer-baptifme, isa needlefs ching ifhave
the inward s fo the.Supper, if have the thing fgnified, &c. that

. thus all are thrown off: would any man have bel:eved fuch hor-

rid ApoRalie fhould evcr have been heard of,principally from
thofe things, where their Prayers, Fafts, and tears, together
with the old Chriftians went {o ftrongly ? What,in thefe points
Apoftatize? what do the(e things prefage ? :

All Chrifls Inftitutions faith cur, Author, the Magiftrate muft
ke care for. Soindeed faidthe Perfran Emperéur,Ezre 7:23.

. wbatfoever ss Commanded by the God of Heaven; letit be diligently

-dongy &c. Bat it feems the Lord hath No inftidions new;

_ theyare alldifputed out.  Charch-Defespline, hath ohe ymque-

fionably for an Inftitution of Chrift :grounded on goed Scri- .
pture. till Eraftus had a mind.to quarrel with it, but'it feems
God did befool the man, that whilft hefalls oncwith the Or-
dinance, his pen muft write down feven forts of pen(oas,bvhi;h

ought
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-ought not to be eftecmed as members ,quhqﬁhuﬁ,bqq{ if
-there be any fuch, they ought to be calt eut. : And Mr.iEryngy

afeer bis geoat ftir; yetacknowledgeth, that 1 Cor.. §. 4lty pro- , .
vetlr Excommunicasion,™ yea and more.texts belides shat 1;.; ) pis ation
of fear ferious Quefbinns, pag. $7. [ro which book; and his SwiesfioxJifgnded, he often
1efesss his Reader in his lace bock, called a Leggl Rf]oggiopgf,tm iprgant Quaries, &c.
tending to the gafling out of many hundreds of ‘godly . rz%y(cri;gs well as others ;
but he never referrs his Reader to Mr. Gillefies Aarens vod; &c. nor‘[: undertooke an
anfwer to him, thar [ can learn] diflwades from thar fitong-defice médy Minifters have
exprefled ¢o have Church Dilcipline eré@ed, and desnded byitieMigiftrate, upon this
ground, becaufe the praflica! 1 of goddinefla is-peuprally yse enidensiy vifible is our Eng-
Ufb Gengregations where there hath been poveer ful p[e;nu,wﬂbm 'gg i ife of extomemimiods
tion & [ufpenficp from she Sacrament, then in the Re, ormed Chuiches of#ﬁnf#l Gormany,; Desn
mark oy Scotland. Therefere tbe befl way torejo:oh e s for Minifters not'to dyow aie i
of excommuniéation which wid doe little good : but the fwpsrd of the (Birsty'the omﬂww
of Gods ward, and the [ward of the (ivif Magiftrate, which are-onely able to effed 1his wank: -

* Bur Firft, The queftion is, whither Church-Difcipling bean Inftitusion ef(Chtift ‘or
wop.if it bey as Mr. Pryvae himfelf cannoe deny, then the Minifters may well feek for i
and whence had Learned Mr. Prynne that Divinity to fayi' ao I‘nﬂitution,l of Chrift will

- e o e siglolnac::

die little good.

> Secondly, Itistrue, powetful preaching the Lord hartf bloffed in Engledhi bk yer
I'know thole powerful ‘and converting preachers -did fufpand Yoandilons pértiony frony
the Lords Supper. Iibelieve they had fewer uuwoubg,,pc;fons at that Orfimaisce,
then any of the Churches he mentions 5 neither did they depend upon. v Pryunes
Chaire o know what make men fcandalous, however 'he is pleafed o cell-the'Mhi~

fters, peevifh, ignorant, wilful, &c. ) . v L,
> Thirdly, 1f Church- Dilcipline be. joyned with' powetful preaditing, I hopé: oné
Ordimance will not hinder anagher. | N BRI (0 PR
- . Fousthly, I grant that Male-adniniftrasion, and the ignorance of,ﬂ%1 gple howed car?
ry themfelves towards excommunicared peifons, thay hinder che ¢ { cy of the Ordi-

nance; but let thefe be avoided, and the Ordinaneeiis ficted to do good.” There have
-been fuch who have been excommunicated, who havelefled God thmrever chey knew
the Ordinance ; and more expericnces | could, tell’ concerning this; Otdinance, what
«ffe&s it hath wreught in the hearts of people. . . .
-.Fifihly, Nomore can be expeded from chis Ordinance ‘then from others; God
doth not bleiie ocher Qrdinantes to the good of 4/ chofe wha comeinder chem.
Sixthly, Why doth . Prynne add which are Oticly able 1o efesF thiswork ?  if thefe
two Swords be Onely able to doc the work 3 then chreSacraments are ‘moc Converting
Ordinances, nor will the giving the Lords Supper to .44 advance our Reformation for

which he fo much contends. »

1fGed Ipeaks, Nature will teach, itis now the Creatures duty to hear: Naturealio
teaches it is my du?( to pray to my Creator. Bue thar water in one Ordinance, Bread and
Wine in andthér Gfdinance (hould fignifie, feal,be [nftrunients ta convey fuch things as
they doe; Nature isthlent here ; whence I muftfay with tjpe Aflembly of Divines, The
Believer is the-fubje@ of thele laft 5 and ic will not hold true that an excommunicared
perfon muft be debarred from AN Ordinaoces, as aith Mr Prynne. “Heaving of the Wor.'

sreached.and Prayer.belong ro Natural worfhip,bur the Sacraments to Inftitoted worfhis
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That which was once -a Church-ordinance, remained ever
fo, unlefs God himfelf removed it ; but where men will prove

- the Tranflation of this Ordinance from the Church o the

- Givil Benchrin cafe the ‘Magiftrate prove Chriftian, 1 cannoc

- *tell,  One of our Magiftrates did attempt to prove fuch a thing
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once to me'by way of argument ; becaufe tbere is wo thing which
“falls under the Churches Cognizance ag being an obje& for Chureb-
vDifciplines bus falls under the Magiftrates alfo.

But I thought Chriftian Magiftrates would firft have brought
~a'word of Scripture from Chrifts mouth to have proved the re-
-moving of an Inftitution, but 1 heard none : Then furely

there is no great fear of thelofs of the Ordinance, if ic muft
-be:doft by Scriptures .

2. To the argument] anfwer, by denying the confequence,
that though the fame things do fall under the Magiftrates cog-
nizance that do under the Churches, yet it doth not prove that
Church-difcipline isremoved, &c. - -

1. Idoubt not bue in the Primitive Churches there might
fall out fuch fins that the Heathens Courts might take hold of,
[for there was government then among the Heathen in matters
of Honefty, wherein yet fome Church-members might be tar-
dy] but that did not take off the Churches difcipline.

- aly. Buttheend isvery different: The Church in her die
fcipline makes Repentance her end; if the Delinquent be
brought to that, the Church defires no more. nor can require
nomore. But doth the Magiftrate require no more? is Repene
tance his end he dire@ly and firitly-aymes at? I think nots
buthe aimeth ac the facisfalion of a Law made againit fuch
offende:s, to be a terror to others. '

3ly. If perfons come not to Repentarce, the Church doth

not proceed by Mulcis, Death , Prifuns , Bridewels, &-c. which
the Magiftrate doth, vea though the perfon repents.  1f Re-
pentance would fave from death, abundance fhould not dye by
the Magiftrate. The Church labours to bring to repentance
[which the Magiftrate g#é fic doth not, as not being his bufi-
nefle] andif not, proceedsto Excommunicaticn, the perfon
caft out of the vifible Kingdome of Chrift, and now reckoned
in Satans Kingdome : This the Magiftrate dothnot, nor san
. oe.
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doc. Obftinacyint a fin and offence, is that the Church looks
at, as much and [moft what] more then the fin it felfe;
but fo doth not the Magiftrate ; for it is the a&, the Law bro-
ken , not obftinacy, E;vhich is butan Adjm& tothe AR]
which the Law punitheth.

4ly. The Magiftrate deals not with the offender, by apply-
ing the Law of God to him immediately, but fiich a Law made
in fuch or fuch a Kings time, or fuch an A& of Parliament,
&c. but the Church,!x_mddles with no fuch things, but applyes
the word and law of God only to the offender. ‘

sly. The Church have arule to proceed by degrees; if of-
fences be private, to take one or two, goe and deale, &c. if
can atcain the end,Repentance, go not to the Chucch : But this
doth not belong to Magifirates Courts. '

6ly. The Church upon repentance reccives a man into fel-
lowfhip, 3 Cor.3. the members confirm their love, é%. Doth
the Magiftrate thus ? . '

- 3. Again lanfwer, by denying the dntecedent , namely,
that sothing falls wnder the Churches Cognigance, but comes under
the'Magiftrates alfo,  There Is nothing comes under the Magi-
ftrates Cognizance, but that the Seate hath made a law againtft:
but 1 have notknown of any laws made againtt lying, filthy
[eeches, Torall negledt of religious wor(bip in families, wicked car~
‘riages of cbildrento paremts, with many more which might be
‘mentioned, as Govessu/nefl, when evident notes of that fin reig-
ning have appeared [ which becaufe Mr. Pryune {Soffs at the
Churches for, I could name to him a perfon that was caft out of
aChurch;and that was one of the chief caufes, his covetoufnefs,
as the members told ch: Now the Magiftrate meddles not
with thefe, but I think no Church thac is as ic ought to be, bue
will call perfons gutlty of thefe, to account; amd proceed,
upon obftinacy. :

This Ordinance then ftands as an Infticution of Chrift, and
furely the Magiitrate is to look cthar this beoblerved 5 and if a
chril{:u_n Magiftrate would due fervice ro Ghirift his Church at.
fuch a time as chis is,  next to the bridlio: of the rage of furi-
ous, irrational, erronecus, blafphemoce men, thiswovld be a
worthy work, -to flabli/h this Ordinance and that great Ordi-
v E nance
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nance of Cachechizing, foe wantof which we fee the woﬁlﬂ '

Condition our Churches are fallen into.
Obj. The Magiftrate gives gou leave to doe thefe, why donot
" the Churches do them ? what need of bim 2 The Churches
bave done thefe when the Magiftrate was a Heathen,

. Axfw. Inthofe times when Chriflian, Few, and Heatben, di-

vided the whole world, then the Churches could do more then
now we can : the Churches then would admit none to baptifin -
Pfadult] but firlt they were well Catechized : we have.
uch, as [fecby the nameereun,] are as tgnorant as Hea~
thens, and take themfelves to be Church menibers, but, féorn-
to be @avichized - - - ; T
3. There is differenee to be put between times, when the
Ordinances and Worfhip of Chrift were had in high eftcem,
and feared, accerding to their worth::~ and thefe times when:
wanton m?' mien and Apoftates, have learned to defpife lhﬁ
Ordinances of Chriit, and grown fearlefs ; our Apoftates wilt’
‘Jeer atthat which then the Churches feared : €aft them oucof -
a Church, they can fin a knot of corrupe Seftarkes to receive -

_them, and hold Communion with them, and what caee they

for. Excomawmication ? [we fee they can defpifé all ordis
nances | But it was not thus in the Primitive Churchies.

3. Surely a bare permiffion isnot fufficient to difcharge the:
Magiftratey that he fuffers the: Ordinances to be fet up; our Au-
thot faith he muft take cave,8c.which Is more thena permiifion.-
The Perfian Emperaur did more then permite- '

‘Fourthly, kt Is- true the Churches did obfesve thefe Ordi-
nances, when the Magiftrate was a Heatlien, but then he didf
not-his duty : (hall'the Church and OrdMances Rwe tio advanr
tage by a Magiftrate being Chriftian 2 :

Obj. But wbathall the Magiftrare doe, when there ave fuck
difputes about Church-Governmens? one [aith it is Epifcopal, wro--
ther Presbyterial; another Congregational; -and the Magiftrate
cannot be favisficd bimfelf whieh it is 3 bow sben fhall be take care
tbat thisor that be fesup? -

Anfw. Tsthe Magiltrate iwdeed unfatisfied thavhe knows not

which it is ? 1 doubt it.-

For the Epifcopal governmente, I fuppofe there needs mo

wordy
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words t;bout that, the Magitracy hach fufficiently declared a-
ainfl(hae. . '
& TheBi before allowed the Minifters power to fipend
from the Lords Supper, whichis Exéommunicatio minor in the
efleeon of many. That the Bifhop would Monopolize tw power
of Excommunication, as if Presbyters might net dod fuch an -
A&, is more then aniy Bifhop dare undertaka to prove. Hierors Epif.ad Bugg >
cauld tell us in his time,when Corruptions had overgrownehe >, "%’
Church; Eamgting Ordination what doth a Bifbop that & Pres- .
bytey doth not ? It feems then Presbyters did excommmmnicace,®
1 thought to have added fomething mores but réading of 4y~
Jelm e Archdithop of Canterbaty upon the ficft Chap. of T«
fus, he giveth fuch firong grounds t6' convince nte' that fuch
- Bifhops were never of Divine Infliturion, that I trouble my
felfe no furthér, : |
For the other two, if any fitppofe the Congregational! Go-
vernment not to be Presbyterial, they miftake. ¢ thoald be fo
1 am fard, or €lfe there muft be no government: at all:to find go-
versment, - where theré aré nét Geverwors and goversed, wilﬁae
very hatd: but who are governed, if the people be Goversors 2
Let learned Mr.Norton, oricof the firongeft Congregational -
Divinesbe heard ; he fpeaks to the purpofe : I appeal to m
-competently fudicions and fober-minded man, if the denial of R
.in”t'ﬁc Presbytery,of a decifive voice in 1b¢ Synod,and of the power Epif. 1o the
of tbe Magiftrate in madtters of Rflzim s dot wot in this Gea..Cours, in
poins sranflate the Papal pswer wnto the Brothethood of cvery N, £
Comgregation ? thou that abborreft ~?iﬁ:ophcy, doft thou commis
Popery ? Alasy alas; is shere no medinm between Boniface and
ius, Letween Papacy aud Anarchy? if there be « myftery
-of imiquity in the ore, is there vot e univerficy of iniquity in the
otb.r 7 The Hiflorians indignation that the Eeft was overcomo by
adrunkeri Conmander with’a drunken Army, is now become o
matier of aflonifbment, when fo dranken & Tenet in an Age of fuch
learnig, piety, attion, [ufferingy and fuccefe, fhonld threcten the -
bopes of fi gloridhs & veformiation, come wnto the very hirth, B
this you may fee the judgement of this folid Divine and his
Fears ¢ ‘and what {q§ed nian doth niot fear the Lke? '
- The bubniile ther is not whether the government be Presby-
o Ea serialy
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terial, we all agree in- that: but whcthcr.apﬁical, ¢¢. That

“which troubleth us here, is, thatthe Churches mentioned in.

the Scripture were in Cities and populous places, where there
were many Elders, and fo there is no queftion about. them .
but- how' they carried on their government in fmall Villages
[we read not of any in fuch places to my remembrance] fuch.
as ours arc, we have no example. t
Yetlet-us fee how much we differ as now we ftand : the Coy-
gregational Divines,though they deny a Paftour to have Antbo-
Yitative power over any Church but his own, yet in matters of
weight, and fo in Excommunicatian they. judge that a Comngiy
of Elders ought to be called, which they look upon Or-
dinance of. God : ‘thys.in N. E. onc Church going about to.
excommuinicate a perfor, a ngighbour-Minifter fent word, he
conceived the Church ought nottodoeit 3 fome of the Church.
came tohim to know hisreafons ; he bad them call a Coyn-
cil, and in the Council he.would give hisreafoos, butgotelfz
the Church would nat hearken to him, but caft the. pecfon out.
This byed divifion.. Thus moft of the mifcarrjages have come -
from this, when people have been head-ftrong, and would not
call Councils. Butnow there the moft learned, wife, and fo-
lid Divines.doz call for Councils.in all weighty a&s; I'fee here,
amongft us, ous Congregational Brethren doc the like. The -
cafc is judged and detcrmined by the Council, butit is execys,
ted by the Ofticer of the: Congregation. Let us keep dofe.to,

this, and many mifcarriages will be,prevented.

Come to the Clafcal government,though thefe-Divines fup~
pofe they have Autheritative power over othes Churches 3 yet -
this 1 fuppofe, look where the fa& is committed, there the cafe
istobe heard. This was the old .gra&,ice; when the Claflis
have determined what ought to be done [as fuppofe a pesfan
is to be excopmunicated] yetif the Claflis allow thatthe ofi- -
cer or officers of the Church where the fat is committed (hall -
‘execute the fengence with. the confent of the Church ; then
though there be differpnce in_our judgements, yet none appears -
in our praftices, - .

If we ask further concerning the power of Symods, what they -
may, doe to Heretigal, Congregations? The. Congregational -



~ For other power of Syrdids, fee Mr. Cotton, Keys, re. P 88,
$3,%4. Our Divines in their Preface-to hiis Book,fay, 1he) bave

& Minifterial power and Authority, to determine, declare, and -

enjoym fuch things, as may tend to-reduce fuck Congregations ‘{'al
right order and peace, U '
~"7The furnme is chis, the Congregational mei 504 {d fat; that
men whohave any confeience will féar to oppofe and’ croffe
them 5 and for thofe who have nq confcience, they will lictle
regard the Synods forma! delivering to Satan; but then we hope
the Magiftratewillnot tolerate fuch as have no confclerice; fior
faffer fuch heretical perfons to vent theii Herefies when'the Sy«
nod hath proceeded 1o Excomminion, or Non-communion,

our Author faith he muft not doe foa“Th;'n'hc helps both, the

laflical and Congregational Churc »

Yet a few more words to fee if I can make things plain.

5: .Every Paftour of a Church hath the power of govern-
ment, hie is a Ruler in the Church, he depends on no man

for this, he hath it from Chyift immediately annexed to his @

office infeparably. ‘Asfoon deny a Magiftrate to have power
of. ruling in a Cemmonwealth ; a8 a paftor- in the Church:

wpoicdpGe
Ny @ |
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fiers dofiee the Maghftrite would 208 Thewh, hac #Ry 113 kp-
' ;t:‘li,and ipl:pplymg- theic powtr ‘,"’I?’ff, corstipy f?u&uzg R}

it . : . :
mmjea, My of theft Minifiesis are ok, wof ]»5.
Wi conMd {ay vha faific of naby # Wi al Weak
sonztt.  But then fippofe chis, the Clafiénl Minifter FiaeR iy
Glaiis which helps him,the Congregational his CeuncHivkich
helps him. , ' -

If he (aith the Minifters ate moight,mary; ¢, Fhen & hith
doe his part co remove fucti: To6 whitlend , W Chitch-go-
vernment were fetled theree would be 4 iféaids fikving Béttér
then nowthereis. oot e

Sddondly, Nelthor need lie be tboribled #t the differende b
tween thefetwo; for the ditferétice #-fo fall we (&, cHat
theroare mo differen ey appear < He who s ciff qiit 6F ane
Clurch Is-caft onrof afl, 2t leah ﬁﬁwﬁ‘@“%ﬁ gherd
kdocmmom‘vwidm irf- the ORE 1089 ' €8Sl 4 petfori

Minitters wherete powcr lieth without giieftion, [wdth 'the cov. 19,
confent of the pco&l;]h‘e dothy not contider dhém as lod -
Congregaional, but as Paftoiars, TN
Thirdly, Neither nted he fear m:omlﬁhﬁhhep‘eopm :
confitences, forrthatthe people cuplir torbe fubsed hr-ofy orda’
ttiend Is nomans vonfcictice [urilefy i@Bé’dWr«ﬂiJ, d one’) ot
qreftion e,ifhve owhes aPaftourtaridias foi the Claffical or Goht:
gregasional {ibjeQion,the people are perfwatled before, fupon.
what grounds ¥ leave] b chat if compulfion be, i; i¢ bue to' -
make people walk according to'whad in elfelr conftichits diey’
think: tobe right. S T ]
But what fbali be do wirh the Epifcopal mans Confeience {3* be is-
againf both thefe, fhall be compell bm? no, no body fhall come
_pel him, lethim keep his confcience : fuppofe T Have'tiwtor
three Epifoopal men in my parifh, thefe making every parflito -
be-a Church, muft needs acknow ledge themfelves to be meme
becsof chat Church ; if I'be Minifter to that Churchi I fappofe
they will acknuwledge me to be thelr Miniiter; if they come to
ire the Sacraments of me, then de fure they doe ackriow- -
ﬁ&w,;amrding to their own principles. . .

werd Exconimunitoaced wronghily. * : * Befldes he At the Concit Serd:
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"7 Ttthey omn. o, k-will noc aske them: whidher I have power

-of np aver themy. &now it, and I know it 3 let zhcfcpgv:lk
regularly,there is no body troubles them they enjoy their judg-
mat Efgcapm. but ifthey prpvc,l-lcrgtia{, or {canda-
Tous, anx).w;_ nos be reclaimed, I will pot trouble: my felf a-

‘boug ‘their judgements, but be ¥ Claflical or Congregational,
will caft them out of ths Church’; and let them kéep. cheir
judgements as to Epifcopacy when Excommunicated.. The
fame I would doe with an Eraftian. :

.. -1 have enfarged upgn this Inftitution, becaufe there is fuch
wantof it, and is fo much calied for.. ' s

Forfinging of Pfalms, 1 have fpoken to that in another book,
but 1 thiok that will ere long be owned again for anOedi-
nance of God, the Q uakers proving fiich Songfters.

", _For Infant- Bapsifm, the Congregational differ not from che
Clafical jnthis, thag the children of fuch pagents as vifibly aps -
pear.ta. be. penitens balicvers, ought to be baptized : they

R aﬂ-e;ip. rule; bug in the application of this rle eo perfons,

VLU, thereds difference. ' Some apply it ilarger, fome more

ficeightly.  Becaufe chey agree not in this, what is required to

a Viiible believer : it is likely that if Church-government

erc crelied,, - that they mayp come negrer, hen the Claflical
ibhm; thiat power. they dofire;pg have to reforme

stheen (ha
their lu‘u’t:hpr Yet fince we agree-in thefubject of theOrdi
* mance,and therule, differing onely inthelatitude of ehe ap-.
plication of therule, on: would think here might be a forbea-
rance; Ifuppole the Claffical brethren will lay down the fame
rules for admiffion tq the Lords Supper, yet when they cometo
apply thofe rules to particular fubjefts, fon= will go larger,
fome natrower; but what thén? will - they not bear eich with
other ? foin Church-Difcipline, .

. Butthere comes in another Company and tells us, that In-
fanc-baptifin [let the parents be never (o godly] is no Inftieu-
tivnof Chrifts. - . ' :

. My intemion is not to meddle with the Controverfie, divers
of aur Divines have done it moft ftrongly : This Lcan fay.

~ Firft; Iam fure ic was ence a Divine Inflitution, that Abre-
bams feed fhould be reckoned Members of the Churth with
4brabam himfelf, » ' Secondly,
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Secondly, I am fure it was alfo a Divine Inflitution, that his
feed fhould have that Otdinance which was afign and feal of
therighteoufnefle of faith. -

Thirdly, Iam as fure that All the Anabaptifts who have yee
put pen to paper, have notbrought one text that proves the re-
palrng of the Infltitutions. S .

When God makes a law to debarr his people from cating
fwines defh, &c. Levit, 11. 7. if that law muft be repealed, what
care God takes once and twice, 4ds 10. the fheet let down, &ic,
Rom.14.10. s God fo carcful in repealing a law about a Hog,
and will he now have all the pofterity of Abrabam caft out of
the Church, and reckoned amongft the unclean, withoir giving
us aword as clear for repealing the Inftitution as he hath done
for thatlaw againfta Hog? for my part I will never believe it.

I'wonder that fuch an Opinion that hath been conftantly
condemned by all the Churches, where truth and holinefs have
flourifhed fince the Apoftles times 5 and an Opinion which hath
been accompanied with other Herelies, 41 ianifine,Pelagianifine,
Socinianifme, &c. (hould now.be fwallowed down fo readily
amongft fome whom otherwife we would efteem to be godly.le
being:an Opinion .that hath been fearched into,ftudied,when
Churches have had] their liberty ; 1remember in N, Ewgland:
an officer of a Church was arguing with one of his members
who was fnared in thiserrour, and asked theman what com-
fort he could have of hisbabe, if God fhould take it away in
the Infancy, more then George Segamore [an IndianT] could
bave of his ? the man [being an koneft plain mar2 an{wered,
yes,he had more then the Indian; the Covenant of God with bim
and bis feed. It {eems Abrabams children are folicitous about.
their feed, and though fome doe in their pra&ife ranck them
among the Indians, yet they would fain have fomething to lay’
hold upon, as this poor man, and fo confuted his pra&ife, for
if the feed be in Covenant,then give it the figne and feal.

. Thaough I do not paffe that cenfure upon all thefe dnabaptifts
which I hear Mr.Sidrach Simpfon did, yet furely it is an errour
of more confequence then men doe cfteemof, and . grounded
upen fuch principles, that.will neceffarily infer more errours
then this. :iCectainly fuch had n;‘ed give ﬁrbng:tcﬁimonyhbiy.

A 7 thelr
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their whole converfation that they are very confciencious men
[lif they do plead confclence in this] 8 it they can find fo much
olgration as to have Communion with Churcies [being in-
deed confCiencions men] to live peaceably ina Nation, upon
this condition thatthe divulﬁe not their errours, ic is as omch
as can fairly be yiclded by Churches or Seate, unleffe all che

Scripeure grounds which are brought to prove the Intereft of

Abrabams feed in the Church, with the conftant pra&ifec of all

Churches Orthodox and holy fince the Apoitles times, are] of

no more worth then to be thrown at mens heels, :
So much for our Authors general rule :

FitRule.  _Forhispaticularsules. Mfche firft be true (a8 Tam fure fe
is] then who (hall anfwer for all thofe ignorant, erroncous,
Scripasres-abufing [ [ will noe fay preachers buc] praters thae
have gone forth into Wales, the Northern and ocher pares of
Evglend, fowing fuch {ceds of crrors, as will not be placked up-

~ i baft, occafioning fo many to turn Papifls, making the pre-

tended reformation to be {o much defpifed, and the Englith

Miniflery tobecome a foorn.  Thefe are far from thofe quali-

fications which our Author hath fec down, and from theex-

mple of Febofbaphat, he did not take TTaylou, Shooma-

kers, and fuch kind of fellows, and fend them topreach, bue

Peiefts and Levits, orderly called to the work, brought up to ie:

Due rige  1(you fay, hefenc Primcesalfo; This is well anfvered by Mr.
Presd. p. 282, Rutberford : bucif it were (0 as fome underftand, fuch werein
more likelihood fit f-r the work and more hanour to the work,
then Feroboams praltife was. Do thefe anfwer the Apoftles
defeription in his Epiitles to Titus and Zimotby > now itis, wbe

is Not fufficient for thefe things ?

Befidesour A:ithor (aith, it muf? be according to Gods Ordyer,

- But is this the Order ot Chrift, to fend out Minifters withoue
Ordination? thefe fellows had noeleétion from the people,
nor no Ordination: What is all Orderthown down ? Ordina--
tion hath been looked at as an Infticution of Chrigt, ¢ill the So-
cinians and {ome others objefted : but the Orthodox have con-
ftandy rmaintained it, boch Epifcopal, Claflical, and Congre-
gational ; and it Scripeure auchority be worth any thing, no

doabe bt we can being good wacrant &ill o prove it. T here ‘
' is I

\ ‘
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is more ground to bring in Bifhops to Ordain,then to leave out
Ordination. . .
2. Forhis fecond rule : ¥fSchools and Unlverfities be neede Second Rule,
ful, then our Auchor muft needs condemn thofe againft whom 1
ke before. Fulien knew whae he did, when he forbad the
ildren of Chriftians theufe of Schools: the Chriftians alfo
knzw what he did, with very fad hearts; andI know they doc
but a8t what fulien in ,who ever looks at Schools and U-
niverfities as uleleffe,and fo are hinderances to them. I have
heard it reported [thoughT can fcarce believe it} that one of
the Mafters of our dges, fhould in his Sermoun declare thae
be thoughe Univerfities were good to train up youth to Civili-
tic, but not to Divinitie. Ifthisfhould be a true re; 1 wilh )
be would read over Zancky his Oration coneerning the neceflity 7, 5. p. 4is.
of Schools in the Church ; and cell us how 2 man can open the
Seri without the knowledge oafegue Original Tongues,
" the general Arts, and Hiftory. des other (pecial arts,
and as for the other Ori¢ntal Tongues what helps they are to
underftanding of Scripture, thofe who are a little verfed in
them know a'ready.  But the man might have anotherend in .
this, to fatisiic country Minifters why they have ftood fweating
fo many yea:s in the Commencement houfe, but could never
hear him cicher Opponent or Refpondent,  Thofe who muft -
be fo able to Convince others, had need be trained up inthe
way toit. What Cauf¢ have the Church to blefs God for thofe -
brave lights which have fhined in our Univerfities ?
3. Our Authors reafon is frong to prove the Magiftrate
may caufe his people to attend upon the Miniftry of the Word, Third Rule.
oncly provided the Minifters be fuch as in his firft he d=fcribed.
If this courfe had been taken is would have prevented rouch of
that evil that is now come byfeparation from che publike Mini-
* ftery. As for the objefkion they makesthey caunot belicve thefe Mie
nifters by true Miniftersmeither doth the Magiftrate compel them
to belicvefo,he compels them to attend upon thofe which he
looks ae as true,being found, qualified, orderly fent forth, but
he troubles not the people with this, that they muft believe the
ftanding [ as they call ic] of the Minifters to be right, let them
ateend 0 the Doftrine, ,
. . _ Fa Obj:
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Fourith Rale.
Loc. €Com. de.
Bag. po.p.618.

*Con, Apef.38.
cﬂ.‘i’a “”o
Cqn, 20.

*Why fo cal-

. led, fee Forbess
"~ inf. Hibtheol.
»az3.

Obj. Bst they are unfound. : o )
_ Anfw, 5. So will the Heretick (ay of the foundeft Minifter
thatis. 2.Itlieth upon the Magiftrate to look to that. 3 If you .
can prove their do&rine to be un(igund,you have libertie to re-
je& their dofrine : whatthe evill is for want of the Magiftrates:
performihg this past of his duty, knglewd knowes at this day.
Why by the fame rule the Magiftrate may not compel the
people to be Catechized 1 know not : to be fure Catechizing
was an Ordinance greatin ufe in the primitive cimes; and wo-
ful experience hath taught us, how people may fee under good:
preaching forty yeers, and yet for want of Catechizing, be:
more iZnorant then many children are. The Churches of
England cry aloud to the Magiltrate, that if he will doe an
thing for them, then ftrengthen the hands of the Minifters who
would fetup Catechizing, and Difcipline. .
. ¢ If the Magiftrate may engage the people by Oaths,and Co-
venants, as {aich our Author; { to whom alfo Gerberd inclines’
Then here would arife a queftion, whither the Magiftrace have
not more power over thefe in cafe they Apoftatize from what
they have Covenanted then over others who have not fo Co-
venanted ? c
T fhall defire to add but two things more to what our Author
hath fet down, which conceive al(o the Magiftcace is cone

cerned in. : .
Firt, The calling of Synods.In the primicive times they ufed
to have Synods twice in a yeer. * That the Chriftian Magiftrace
did ufe to call themalfo [ when the Church came to have fuch .
Magifrates ] is wellknown ; the ftory of Gonfantinu furna~
med Pogonatus * when the Monotbelytes troubled the Church, is
worth the rcading : theCenrarifts i their preface to the fe-
venth Century have fet it down : how he called the Symod, and
carried himfel! in the Synod 5 a pattern indeed for all Chri-

 ftian Magiftrates. The reading of the ftory put me in mind of

our Magiftrates in N. England, when thefirft Synod there was

Called, who carried themfelves according to that Prince.

®Kepscap.6.

1. Synods arc a fulemn Ordinance of Chrift for tbe belping the
Churck againft errors, fcbifms, fcandals, faith Mr. Burrougbs
Jren. p. 43.44. Mr. Coston * hath fpoken fufficiently for them.

) .

The



in masters of Religion pindicated. 39.

The Synod of N. E. ax. 1649. call Syiiods' affembled and pro=i _
ceeding according to the patcern, 4. 15." an Ordinance ‘of Ple. obu. dife
Chrift. And in the third fe@ion of the fame chap. fay, the Ma~ '®
iftrate hath power to call a Synod; the Claflical Divines
Er fure differ not: new if it be an Ordinance fonwuich conoer-
ning the w:ll-being of the Church, then the Magiftrate muft
look to fuch an Ordinance. .
2. Synods are neceffary in regard of the Magiftrate himfelf:
for as our Author faith, the Magiftrares Confcience is not the rale,
but be muft looke 10 bave bis Confcience rightly informed from the
word, then what more likely way for the Magiftrate to have his
confcience informed in things concerning the Church which
he muft look to,then to have a company of holy & learned men
gathered together in the name of Ehriﬁ, debating of matters
which concern the Church 5 the Magiftrate being prefencast
keep civil order , {0 alfo to propound what may trouble himy.
that fo he may be informed. S 4
Q. Bat what (ballthe Magiftrate do? give himfelf ap to the Synod
aur Author [aith he muft not give bimfelf up to the Diclates of me..
dnfw. Firft, No more he doth, for while he heareth the d
bates, the reafons given on both fides, propounds his own fcru-
Ples, he doth nos give himfelfup to the dictates of men.. '
Seeondly, Mr. Cotton faith; and thaceruly, thacthe Synod . 228
binds not onely materially: but alio formally, from the Authoricy ~ > “>%
of the Synod ;5 which being an Ordinance of Chrift bindeth:
the more for the Syneods {ake. If there be no refpe& due to
Synods to what purpofe are they called ? '
If a Synod may pronounce a Church to be Heretical, re-
nounce Communion with a Church,and declare fuch a Church.
ouzht not to have Communion with any Church [which isin
effeft excommunication ] as our Congregational men fay : then
certainly anods have Authcrity from Chrift, and a Magiftrate
that is godly will not lightly eftcem their Determinations.
+ 2ly, The Second thing which Iconeceive the Magiftrateis to
look to, i, to prevent Schifnic . what may be, and to heal it
where it is. - Schifme neverrifeth but from bad caufes,and the
effefas bad.\ Were it but in refpe& to civil Policie, the Ma-

giftrate had need take care ofthis, for where Sch:/me is, there
- F3 - Unitie.
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Unitie is broken, and that people will nok live peaseabiy, which

~ our Authors texe mentions.  Kewts s 1de Church will canfe remts

P 33 1 edin

in the Stase, if epporsumity be given, expetience hath proved it :
Bue if we look to the Chuech, there the Magiftrace if he takes
himelf co be a Minifter for the good of it,(hall find caufe cnasgh
why he fhould fep in here. : -

Our Author in his Sermen about Uxitiey &c. tending to
beal our renta; faith cruly, tbas the fin of [chifme according to the
fenfe of the Scripture is & moft hainous finy though many nuﬁc no
accowns of ity whether shey be charged juftly or anjuftly wi:bir.
He opens the evill of ic both in the nawre and effe@s of it
Now however our Awhor doth (how he hath larger principles
then many other men have, yetlct the profeflors of Enjland be
oryed byhisrules, and chen fee who be the Schifmaticks. 1
never yet heard that any gudly c/afficel Divine bath fo much 2¢
debaried an Anabaptift | who was otherwife godly, anddelie
red forbearance’] fromany Comnumion in the Lords Supper,
or other Ordinances, but to be fure the Anabapifts, the -
ratifts, &c. have denied Communion with them and caft chem
off with higheft (corn : where errers are not in the fundamen-
tals and perfons be other wife unblameable there we ought eo
hold Comnumlon. Be it fo, let us yield it for the prefent: is
Ordination by Bifkops an errour in the foundation, is the own-
ing of Abrebams feed as members of the Church and baptizing
them being yet Infants, an errour in the foundation? folma
number more. Let all the Separatifts and Anabaptifts wit
other Sclaries whatever in Englesd charge the Chafical
Churches with an error in the foundation.If they cannot,why
do they caft off Communion with them? -

It is commonly {aid to us, thawgb we differ in judgement let s
wet differ im sffeion.  Well, be it fo, b chis gencration differ
noc onely in judgement, but affetion, which they manifeft o-
penly in throwing off Commmunion wich all but their own fe&,
and yathc{ucall tous wenut nocditfer in affeion, though
they doe 5 Sdri{m is properly againft Coriftien fve 5 bat to
be fure they are che Schifmarscks by our Authors rules. The
rocaning is this, sbowgh we differ in judgement from you,and break
o Unicr with yux nssnifefting it operdy by caftiug off Cavermusion

- . witb
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with you, yet you mouft be unired sons, Thongh we call you Pricfts,
Bbcé:'”m:, Ansicbriftiaus, aud fo yeur Churches, {n you mug
xaot differ in affe8ion. Though Churches can tolerate fome
errors in perfons when they carry themiclves otherwife hume
bly and confciencioufly, and not divulge them nor Labour to
draw away others, yet this fchifmatical fpirit in fuch a high
way alfo, isintolerable. :
for that queftion, #bat way fimple error or berefie hould
be punifped 7 This our Author [and that truly]calls a berd
gueftion : yet the difficuley licchnot fo much in this, whether
- tbe Magijiratre may infliG@ any punifhmens but copital punifp-
ment ?
 As for the Papiits, weneed not ask their judgements : their
Books, theirpraifcs, Smishfie/ld and many other plices in
Exgland, where our glorious. Martyrs have fuffered, declare
fufficiently what their judgement is.  For the Calvinifts, Gor-
- bard a learned Lutkerasn gives thema nip as if they varied
their judgemen:s, according to the variety of conditions they, Loc. Com. de.
werc under, Calvinianos quod atsinety ille pro yerum ac fortune ™4g-pp-115:
diverfitase, diverfas proferunt fententias. 1fthings go ill on their
fide, if they be under the popith power, then they ule thefe
sules; Noman maft be compelicd 30 believe : Tt is Amsichriflian
" tyranny terule over mens confciences, &rc. But if things go well
on their fide, that they have the civil power with them,
erumpunt in fanguinariam illam vocem, Hereticos eff¢ occidendos.
Yet Gerbard was not of that mind, that the Magiftrate (hould
Yt Hereticks alone, he was far fromthis opinion: -
He diftinguifbeth between Seducers and the Sedwced,[fodo P 744
we ] between ervors fundamental, and not fundamensal; 1 with
he had fet thefe down that we might know them.
But though he hach not done ithere, 1find amo oghcr. ‘
Luberans where he is quoted, that he takes fome doftrines
for fundam:ntal errors, which others will not believe to be
errorsatall; thus Calovisi in his anfwer tothat queftion Nuwe
Lutberani cum Reformatis & Socimianis in unam coive poffiut Sucinif; proffy.
ecclefiam ? he excludes not only the Anabaptifts and other p. 9¢2.
SeQaries, buteven the Calvinifts, giving his reafons, thongh
he doth us wrong in fcme of thofé dottrines he names, cfpeci-
ally as he Jaics them down, He) ¢
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“ He diftinguiflieth between the times of the Old Teftament
<« andthe N. T. " Under theold T. the Magiftrace might put
Hereticks to death, not under the N. T faith he : butIbelieve
- “he will get nothing by thisdittin&ion.” . e
- Hedilingifhieth between fimple Hereticks,and Heteticks that
are Seditious and Vomit out plain blafphermies againft God.
De Confc.. 4. - L hef€ be denies not but the Magiftrate muft put co death. With
c. 4.8 15,  WhomagreesDr. &mes, grounding his fentence upon Levit. 24.
* Axf. to Bloo- 15, 16." Alfo Mr: Cotton™ ;" If the ldclater or Heretick gr
dysenet P95+ "obflinatey wax worfe and worfe, deceiving bimfelf and others to tbe
. deftroping, corrupting,and difturbing of othersy now the Megifirate
maketh ufe not of flocks and whips [ for thefe doe nos remove, but
exafperate the malady’] but of Death or Banifhment, &c. ,
That fpeech of the Heathen King Aitaxerxes Exra 7. 16.
Aeems to look this way, 4und whofocver will ot doe the Law of thy
‘Gody and the Law of the King [ which law, I conceive, was this
law of his concerning the Houfe and worfhip of God(] Let
- judgement be executed [peedily upon bim, whisber it be unte Death,
or to Banifbment, or to Confifcation of goods, or to imprifonment.
Alfo Nebucbadnexzars Decree Dan. 3.39. Though the Aibe-
nians erred In the mifapplication of that principle, when they
Condemned Sccrates, yet thae A& fhowes, that Magiftraces are
taught even by the {ig{-t of Nawure, to take care :of Religion,
and of their God, fo far as to punifh feverely, blafphemers of
God and corrupters of Religion.
But to let that knotty queftion dlone,. Herein 1 am fure our
, Author with all other fober men B;oth Lutkerans, and. Calvi-
" #ifls, Claffical and Congregational Divines ] agree, Viz. Firft,
That Magiftrates ought not to Countenance, but Difcounte-
nance, and reprefs Hereticks, = o o
Girbard whois fo ﬂiifagainiithe punilhing of fimple Here(y
P 399 ‘with Death, yet makes this thé Magiftiates Duty, to enqaire
aftey thefe Seducing Heréticks = that they may catch thefe Foxes,
who _;irﬁ corrvey their poifon mere fecretly before they come to appear
C openly. . . .
Jren. p. 23.24. .B{eﬂcd Burrough:, a man moderate enough, yet faith, we were
ina Xwﬁ miferabic Condition, if we bad no external Civil power
soreftrain from any kinds of blufphemies And fedncenients d the _ -
v "+ Digiize Condition




[
N ]

iuumrayn;[am‘ prory) — *“a-ﬁ

Condittin &ftbe Tows, 8 ow b Py was & in cosepiy "o
W hen tho zﬁb’dlvm:b{wnb amirdble Hivefits m?;m}j, C
tophace, feekmg to draw @l they canfrom she tritb§ $fwe ba

weans of brlp bus argmments, it ie ill with ns. »
Dr. Auyies[ in his anfwer to'thac queftion, whisker Mﬁf
2y
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Soould be _;_ ?d‘b)ﬂk Civil Megiftrare? ] laics dowh an
deniable Trich.' Toat Hereticks ought 1o be reprefed f &l .
men according to thas caling andpower which shey bave veeddvetd
from Godyis clear enongh ex natura rei's becanfe all godly mem are
catled 1o the Chriftian warfave, that every one int bis ftation ould
- .oppofe bimfelfto the Kingdome of darkneffl. Now to what King-
&me doe Errors and Herefies belong ? I am fure not to the
Kingdeme of Light. The Minifters in their ftation oppofe -
thefe by Scripture, arguments, reproofs, exhortations, admo-
nitions, excommunications ¢ private Chriftians eppofe them
ifi thelr flation either privately by arguing, 8. or more pub-
likely as they confent to their Officers in Church-Cenfures.
Now hdw doth a Chiriffio Magiftrate ‘i hisftation oppofe
thefe,{ as a MagiftrateJifhe purs nbe fordh his Coercive power
alfo, toreprefs them. - How (hall'he anfirer this Text, that his
people under hirh may live in 48 godlin ff? ifhe lets his peopls
fun into Herefies, and Gallic-like regards not thefe things; -
How is he a Minifter for good, Rom. 13+ 4. “To tic up this good
to the fecond table, is to ftreighten where the word dothnot
Thepe gadiinefs ie good, and he is to be a Mjnifter for that, ac-
toour Authors Text ; and thac belongsto thefirt Ta-
ble. But Herefie and Error are no parts of godiinef.
What our Author faith concerning corrupt Opinions and
pra&ifes, that men take them up toferve faGions andtimes, to
plnr{c men, toferve their own bellies 3 this is true of many if not
moft of ¢h ~..sgariw inour Times. As a man may difcern
* hdt Hﬂi&d “fwhat 1 have learacd bxgood Intelligence out
of Ireland s and it is as true what our Author faith, had thefe
been confciencioufly and really difcountenanced by the Magi-
ftrate, many had not taken thefe up, and many hadlaied

¢ .
Secondly, This I find is agreed upon by our Divines, who
queftion tln:y ;mtting to Death of lécrcticks 3 thatSeducing l-tl{c- :

: reticks,
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rlcks, obitinaee, that will pot be recliimed, chay thould be
nibed or fom- otver way reftvai:ed by the Magiftrateyto theend -
they may not infe& otbers with thcix’aqifqn. ‘Thus the Leyde
De magif. poh  Profeo-s : aut deponerd sy ausvelegandos,aus alio modo €onfivin-
p-boo. gendone. SoGerhard: expellends funty 8. - T
As for the plca of Confcience;it is true,Coniclence is a tender
thing, and thole who carry themfelves as confcieneious men
indeed, ought to be dealc very tenderly with: but for thele
we find them to bevery raré amongft shofe who have drunk
in ghe errors of opr Times: And as Mr. Burronzhs faith well,
. the Divell muft nos be les alone thaugh be be got into mens Gonfci-
Iren. encesy, God bath appointed waCity of vefuze (fr bim: If be fliesto
mens Confciences as Joab 10 the borns of tbe Alsar he muft be ]ﬁcb:d
from thence, or fallens upon there. :
. Asfor the clamour of Perfecation, when the Magiltrace puts
forth his power to r;rrcﬁ Herefies, ‘our Author hath given 2
full anfwer toit : Hemay as well be charged with Perfe..

s’"‘”’.d'f’ .50‘
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cution. for punifhing and labouring to reprefle Drunken-
nefle, uncleannefle, &c. which are works of the fleth,
and fois Herefy, Gal. 5. 20. L

- Poftcript..
‘ i i ‘|1
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Pof.tfc;ipt.

T pleafed the Lord in whofe hands are ewr times, whileft

this Book was in the Pre[fe to call bome to bimfelfe this
godly Gentleman Mr. Meade,to whom this book is dedi-
cated ¢ the anwas a fincere lover of Chrift, a great lo-
ver and companion of all thofe who loved Chrift, a dili-
gent waiter upon all his Ordimances, a high efteemer of
and great friend to all bis faithful Minifters, a manwho
loved not to eat bis morfels alone[ nor did.)Such a [uccef-
fon of firangers [ efpecially of Minifters ] there was to bis

- bouft that uone need fear an wnaired bedthat lay theres

confidering bis e(Bate, we need wot [ay, be was the fecond
liberal Gentleman in Eflex : he was deeply affeBed with
the apprebenfloms of the dark and miferable daies com-
ming upor Englandsbut s be lived not 8o readeuer this
book,[o the Lord would not les bim live to fee thofe daies,.
heis gone to his fathers in peace..

EINIS..





